7 February 2012
Dear Sirs,
The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC), NGO Roma Community Centre and Roma
Association “Gypsy Fire” are writing to express concern about the intention of the Municipality of
Vilnius to demolish the houses of four Romani families in the settlement in Kirtimai, Vilnius.
Three out of four families have received a notice that their houses will be demolished on 13
February 2012.1 The fourth family received a visit from the police and a verbal notification. Out
of the 10 people in the three houses concerned there are six children under twelve years old,
including a six-month-old child. The temperature in Lithuania in the current period reaches
minus30 degrees during the night.2
ERRC would like to draw attention to the fact that the evictions are scheduled to take place
during winter, providing the families with only two weeks notice and without provision of
alternative accommodation. The evictions are based on three court decisions taken in the past
two years, which declared the houses illegal.3 The decisions state that the demolitions should
take place within two months. As this time has now passed, the motivation for carrying out the
demolition now, in extreme weather conditions, is unclear.
Without the provision of adequate alternative housing for all affected individuals, including some
form of security of tenure, an eviction would constitute a gross violation of Lithuania’s
obligations under international human rights law. The planned actions are a violation of the right
to life, inhuman, degrading, and discriminating treatment, as well as a violation of the right to
respect for privacy and family life, which are sanctioned in the European Convention on Human
Rights.4
As a State Party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Lithuania is
legally obliged to respect, protect and fulfil the right to adequate housing, including the
prohibition on forced evictions.5 The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
has defined in General Comment 7, appropriate protections from forced evictions as including
the following:
a. an opportunity for genuine consultation with those affected [and state officials];
b. adequate and reasonable notice for all affected persons prior to the scheduled date of
eviction;
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c. information on the proposed evictions, and, where applicable, on the alternative purpose for
which the land or housing is to be used, to be made available in reasonable time to all those
affected;
d. especially where groups of people are involved, government officials or their representatives
to be present during an eviction;
e. all persons carrying out the eviction to be properly identified;
f. evictions not to take place in particularly bad weather or at night unless the affected persons
consent otherwise;
g. provision of legal remedies; and
h. provision, where possible, of legal aid to persons who are in need of it to seek redress from
the courts.6
In addition, the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates that states “shall take
appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement this
right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and support programmes,
particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing”.7
The submitting organisations call on your respective offices to suspend the planned demolition
of the houses in the Romani settlement in Kirtimai, Vilnius and to provide an alternative solution
for the Romani community and their housing needs.
We respectfully request you to promptly inform us of the measures undertaken in this matter.
Sincerely

Dezideriu Gergely
Executive Director
European Roma Rights Centre
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Svetlana Novopolskaja
Director
Roma Community Centre

Josif Tyčina
Director
“Gypsy Fire”
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