Appendix A

Cases of Police Abuse Resulting in Death or Serious Physical Injury to Roma, 1992-97

I. Cases in which a written complaint was filed at the prosecutor's office (29)


A. Cases in which the prosecution failed to respond as of 1 April 1998 (9)


1. Slavi Minchev, Denko Atanassov and Milko Kolev


   (No response after more than four years)


In a complaint dated 12 July 1993 and filed with the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office,  Slavi Atanasov Minchev, Denko Anghelov Atanasov and Milko Raikov Kolev alleged that on 23 June 1993 the three of them and six other Roma were beaten by police officers guarding the Agricultural Cooperative Enterprise of the city of Stara Zagora. On 23 June 1993 the complainants went to pick cherries in an orchard belonging to the Agricultural Cooperative Enterprise, unaware of the fact that cherry picking was not allowed. Shortly after they had started, two armed police guards came by, checked the documents of the complainants, and then left without saying anything about cherry picking.  Shortly thereafter, the same two guards, accompanied by six others, returned, handcuffed all nine Roma and started to kick them and to beat them with fists and rubber truncheons.  Later the complainants were taken to the office of the Agricultural Cooperative Enterprise where the beatings continued. 


On 25 June 1993 the complainants visited a doctor and obtained forensic reports documenting the injuries which they sustained - bruises on the shoulders and backs. In their complaint to the prosecution, the victims named one of the officers who had ill-treated them. In April and July 1994 a Bulgarian NGO inquired at the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office about the status of the investigation. However as of 1 April 1998 the complainants have not received a response from the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office.       

Attachments

a) Complaint to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office dated 12 July 1993 (2 pages)

b) Letter of an NGO to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office dated 7 April 1994 

(1 page)

c) Letter of an NGO to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office dated  27 July 1994

(1 page)

d) Forensic reports for the three complainants, dated 25 June 1993 (1 page each)


2. Ismail Shukri Hasan* (No response after two years)


In a complaint filed with the Military Prosecutors Office in Shoumen, registered as No. 2110 on 25 March 1996, Mr. Hasan alleged that, at approximately noon on 21 March 1996, he was handcuffed and beaten by six police officers in a street in Shoumen. According to the compliant, the victim was first accused by the officers of having stolen waste material dumped by a meat processing plant, then searched and, when the police found a knife, beaten again. The victim visited a forensic expert on the following day, 22 March 1996, and obtained a report describing his injuries.  These included bruises on the back of the head, behind the left ear, and on the left and right side of the chest. In his complaint Mr. Hasan named a witness to the incident and alleged that the police officers referred to him in racially offensive language. As of 1 April 1998 there has been no response to the complaint.  

Attachments

a) Complaint from 25 March 1996 (2 pages)

b) Forensic report from 22 March 1996 (2 pages)


3. Stoyan Veselinov, Sergei Hadzhiev, Kalin Alexandrov, Ivan Dikov and 
Krum Vanchov (No response after more than one year)

In a joint complaint to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors office registered as No. 320/1997, and filed in February 1997,  the five complainants alleged that on 2 February 1997, at approximately 14:00, they were beaten by police officers in a Romani neighborhood in the town of Pazardzhik. The incident took place after a large police force had been dispatched to the neighborhood to restore public order following hunger riots by members of the Romani community in the city. All five complainants attached to the complaint  forensic reports describing their injuries. As of 1 April 1998 the complainants had received no answer from the prosecutorial authorities. 

Attachment

a) Letter of an NGO, dated 1 October 1997,  inquiring about the status of the investigation (1 page) 


4. Vesko Kostov Tsonchev (No response after more than one year)


In a complaint registered at the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office under No.B-409/1997 on 19 March 1997, Mr. Tsonchev alleged that, on 23 February 1997 at 4:30 a.m., he was visited at home in Pleven by three policemen, two of whom he named. 

According to the complaint, the officers questioned Mr. Tsonchev in connection with a theft of tires and, when he denied involvement, started to kick him and to beat him with their fists. On the same day - 23 February 1997 - Mr. Tsonchev visited a forensic expert and obtained a certificate documenting the injuries: bruises on the left side of the chest and on the back. As of 1 April 1998 Mr. Tsonchev had received no answer to his complaint.  

Attachments

a) Complaint from 19 March 1997 (1 page)

b) Forensic report from 23 February 1997 (2 pages)


5. Yulian Andreev Yordanov * (No response after ten months)


In a complaint filed with the Military Prosecutors Office in Stara Zagora on 8 May 1997, Mr. Yordanov alleged that in the afternoon of 2 May 1997, he was summoned to the mayor's office in the village of Tulovo.  According to the complaint, between 17:30 and 19:30 he was questioned there by two police officers concerning a theft. Mr. Yordanov was handcuffed, whipped on his head and body, and beaten on the soles of his feet. During the questioning and beating, Mr. Yordanov was assaulted verbally on account of his Romani ethnicity. As a result of the beating, Mr. Yordanov suffered a broken bone in his left wrist, as well as numerous bruises. On 3 May 1997, Mr. Yordanov was treated by a doctor, who produced a medical certificate documenting his injuries. On 5 May 1997 Mr. Yordanov visited a forensic expert who issued a report further describing the injuries. As of 1 April 1998 Mr. Yordanov had received no response to his complaint.   

Attachments

a) Complaint dated 8 May 1995 (1 page)

b) Medical report dated 3 May 1997 (1 page)

c) Forensic report dated 5 May 1997 (1 page)


6. Rosen Stoyanov Anghelov (No response after ten months)


In a complaint registered at the Regional Prosecutors Office in Shoumen as No. 1097 on 26 May 1997, Mr. Anghelov alleged that in the early morning hours of 17 May 1997 he was beaten by the mayor of the village of  Vehtovo in the presence of three police officers. According to the complaint, Mr. Anghelov and three other Roma were arrested by three police officers at approximately 21:00 on 16 May 1997 on suspicion of theft. Upon arrest they were taken to the Mayor's office in Vehtovo in the Shoumen region. Shortly after midnight, Mr. Anghelov, who was handcuffed,  was beaten by the Mayor in the presence of the officers who had earlier arrested him. The injuries which Mr. Anghelov sustained were documented by a forensic expert on 19 May 1997.  These included an edema on the lids of both eyes and the right cheek, a broken tooth, and bruises on the left arm and right shoulder. A complaint concerning this case had also been lodged with the Regional Prosecutors Office by a local NGO.  As of 1 April 1998 no answer to either complaint had been received.

Attachments

a) Forensic report dated 19 May 1997 (1 page)

b) Complaint by an NGO (3 pages) 
c) Complaint by the victim (2 pages) 


7. Ilmi Dzhemailov Akifov (No response after nine months)


In a complaint filed with the Regional Prosecutors Office in Novi Pazar on 19 June 1997, Mr. Akifov alleged that on 12 June 1997 he was beaten in the mayor's office in the village of Lyatno, Shoumen region, by a civilian using a police truncheon in the presence of two police officers and the mayor himself. According to the complaint, Mr. Akifov had been taken to the mayor's office to be questioned in connection with a theft. He was beaten until he fell unconscious. As a result of the beating, Mr. Akifov's nose was fractured and he was hospitalized for several days. On 16 June 1997 a  forensic expert prepared a report describing the victim's injuries.  In the complaint Mr. Akifov named a witness to the ill-treatment.  As of 1 April 1998 Mr. Akifov had received no answer to his complaint.

Attachments

a) Complaint dated 19 June 1997 (2 pages)

b) Medical report dated 16 June 1997 (1 page)

c) Description of events sent by the victim to a local NGO, dated 16 June 1997 

(1 page)


8. Ivo Kotanov * (No response after six months)

In a complaint to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office registered as No. 1821 on 1 October 1997, an NGO acting on behalf of the victim alleged that, on 12 September 1997, Mr. Kotanov and two other individuals went to the village of Khristo Danovo, Stara Zagora region, to buy a cow.  According to the complaint, on their way back, while in the town of Sopot, Stara Zagora region, the three men were apprehended by police officers from the Regional Police Department of Sopot, accused of cattle theft and taken to the police station. At the station, Ivo Kotanov was beaten with batons and metal wire.  In addition, one of the police officers extinguished a cigarette in the palm of his left hand, and addressed him with racially offensive language.  On 13 September 1997 Mr. Kotanov visited a doctor and obtained an X-ray photograph of his skull which established that his jaw bone had been broken. On 17 September 1997 Mr. Kotanov obtained a forensic report describing the jaw fracture, a swelling of the head and a burn on his left palm 15mm in diameter. As of  1 April  1998 there had been no response to the complaint.

Attachments

a) Complaint of an NGO to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office registered on 1 October 1997 (1 page)

b) Forensic report dated 17 September 1997 (1 page)


9. Yancho Iliev Stoyanov * (No response after four months)


In a letter to the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office registered under No. 639 on 2 December 1997, an NGO acting on behalf of  Mr. Iliev requested the initiation of investigation in connection with an incident which took place on 2 September 1997.  According to the complaint, at 00:30 in the morning, Mr. Stoyanov was stopped by policemen from the Regional Police Department of Vidin for a passport check. Apparently acting on the assumption that Mr. Iliev had just smuggled and sold cigarettes in the border zone, the officers began to beat him and address him with racially offensive language.  The officers demanded that Mr. Iliev confess to the crime of smuggling. When Mr. Iliev refused to confess, the officers took him to the border patrol office, where the beating continued. Mr. Iliev was released at approximately 5:20 in the morning.  He visited a forensic expert who documented his injuries. As of 1 April 1998 the prosecution had not responded to the complaint.
Attachment

a) 2 December 1997 Complaint by NGO to the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office 

    (2 pages)

B. Cases in Which the Prosecution Refused to Open an Investigation  (10)


10. Kiril Yosifov Yordaniv *

In a complaint registered with the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office as No. 1866 of 1992, Mr. Yordanov alleged that, at around 6:00 in the morning on 29 June 1992, approximately 30 masked police officers broke into his house in Pazardzhik and started shouting at him to surrender his guns. According to the complaint, when Mr. Yordanov replied that he had no gun, the policemen started beating him on his back, buttock and arms with truncheons and fists.  The beating of Mr. Yordanov continued as he was taken, first, to the yard of his house, then to the house of his parents to locate his identification papers.  During this time, the complainant was verbally assaulted on account of his Romani ethnicity. Subsequently taken to the Regional Police Department in Pazardzhik, Mr. Yordanov was beaten with a wooden stick on the soles of his feet and on his buttock. In the course of the beating he was again verbally abused on account of his Romani ethnicity. Immediately upon his release from the police, Mr. Yordanov was examined by a doctor and obtained a medical certificate documenting his injuries.  These included seven bruises on the back, four on the buttocks and two on the left armpit. 


In a decree dated 20 July 1993, the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office refused to open an investigation into this incident. The principal reason offered was that the preliminary inquest had not established the identity of the officers who had ill-treated Mr. Yordanov. On 15 September 1993 the victim appealed to the General Military Prosecutors Office of Bulgaria. In a decree dated 21 October 1993, the General Military Prosecutors Office confirmed the refusal to open an investigation.    

Attachments

a) Complaint by the victim to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 10 December 1992 (2 pages)

b) Forensic certificate dated 29 June 1993 (1 page)

c) Decree of the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 20 July 1993 (1 page)

d) Complaint by the victim to the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 15 September 1993 (1 page)

e) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 21 October 1993 (1 page)


11. Mitko Anghelov Ramov

In a complaint filed with the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office on 28 February 1995, Mr. Ramov alleged that, on 15 November 1994, he was beaten in the office of the Regional Police Department in Kazanlak by a police officer (named in the complaint) and a civilian.  Mr. Ramov  attached to the complaint a forensic report - issued on the day of the ill-treatment - describing the injuries which he had sustained.  The Regional Prosecutors Office in Kazanlak refused to open an investigation.  Following an appeal by Mr. Ramov, the District Prosecutors Office in Stara Zagora issued a decree dated 7 November 1995 which confirmed the decision not to open an investigation.

Attachments

a) Complaint dated 28 February 1995 (2 pages)

b) Forensic report dated 15 November 1994 (1 page)

c) Decree of Stara Zagora District Prosecutors Office, dated 7 November 1995 

(1 page)


12. Tseko Tsekov  and Alyosha Tashkov Mitkov *

In a complaint filed with the Chief of the National Police, dated 18 September 1996, an NGO acting as a representative of the victims alleged that, in the early hours of 27 August 1996, Tseko Tsekov and Alyosha Mitkov took a horse-drawn cart into a field near the village of Ruptsi, district Vidin, for the purpose of stealing corn. According to the complaint, on the way back to the village, at approximately 6:00 am, the two men were intercepted by a police patrol car.  The men pulled the cart back into the field and tried to run away. After a short chase the officers shot several times in the direction of the cart. One of the bullets hit and wounded Mr. Tsekov, who was then taken to the hospital for treatment. On the same day -- 27 August 1996 --  Mr. Tsekov obtained a medical report describing his injuries.  These included a wound in his back and a broken rib.  The National Police concluded that the complaint was without foundation and declined to proceed further.


In a decree dated 23 September 1996, the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office refused to open a criminal investigation on the ground that the use of firearms under the circumstances was authorized by law. Following an appeal by Mr. Tsekov, the General Military Prosecutors Office, in a decree dated 2 December 1996, confirmed the decision not to open an investigation.   On appeal, the General Prosecutor of Bulgaria on 28 December 1996 confirmed definitively the decision not to open an investigation.  

Attachments

a) Letter of an NGO to the Chief of the National Police, dated 18 September 1996 

(2 pages)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 7 October 1996 (3 pages)

c) Decree of the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 23 September 1996 

(2 pages)

d) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 2 December 1996 

(2 pages)

e) Decree of the General Prosecutor of Bulgaria, dated 28 December 1996 (2 pages)


13, 14, and 15. Kolyo Gueorguiev Panov, Georgi Nenov Khristov and 
Vasil Antonov Pachev *


In three separate complaints registered with the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office under Nos. 1636, 1637 and 1638, on 21 November 1996, the complainants alleged that at different times on 14 November 1996, they were detained and taken to the police station in the town of Dolna Mitropoliya as suspects of  cattle theft. According to Mr. Panov and Mr. Pachev, they were physically mistreated in the police station and assaulted verbally on account of their Romani ethnicity. Mr. Pachev alleged that he was given an electric shock with an appliance connected to the fingers of his hand. 


On 18 November 1996, a forensic expert examined Mr. Panov and found edemas on his mouth, neck, buttocks and head. On 19 November, a forensic expert examined Mr. Khristov and documented a bruise on the chest, bruises on the right wrist, a bruise and an edema on the left thigh, and a hemorrhage on the right foot. On 20 November Mr. Pachev was examined by a forensic expert who established burns on the third finger of his right hand, several edemas on his back, two strip like edemas on his buttocks and an edema on his right foot. In a decree dated 3 January 1997, the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office refused to open a criminal investigation with respect to all three complaints. 

Attachments

a) Three complaints dated 21 November 1996 to the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office (1 page each)

b) Three forensic reports dated, respectively, 18, 19 and 20 November 1996 

(1 page each)

c) Decree of the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 3 January 1997 (2 pages)


16. Kosta Ganchev Kostov *

In a complaint filed with  the Sliven Military Prosecutors Office as No. B-310 of 10 February 1997, Mr. Kostov alleged that on 10 January 1997, in the presence of his wife and children, he was beaten in the street in the city of Sliven by police officers. According to the complaint, Mr. Kostov was a witness to a crime who was wrongly accused by the police of involvement therein.  The complainant was beaten with electric shock truncheons and was verbally assaulted on account of his Romani ethnicity.  Following his release the same day, Mr. Kostov visited a doctor, who documented his injuries in a report. In a decree dated 10 May 1997 the Sliven Military Prosecutors Office refused to open an investigation on the ground that "no information has been collected [to show that] police officers had beaten Kostov, which is demonstrable by the witnesses' testimonies." 

Attachments

a) Complaint dated 10 February 1997 (2 pages)

b) Medical report dated 10 May 1997 (1 page)

c) Decree of Sliven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 10 May 1997 (1 page)


17. Ilian Yordanov Mikhailov *


In a complaint filed with the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office
 on 28 March 1997 and registered as Number B-470, Mr. Mikhailov alleged that on 4 February 1997, accompanied by a witness, he went to the town of Debelets to sell two screen windows to a third person. According to the complaint, at a bus stop in Debelets, Mr. Mikhailov was arrested by police officers on suspicion that he had stolen the screen windows. He was then taken to the Debelets police station, where he was beaten with fists and clubs by a police officer and a man in plainclothes and was assaulted verbally on account of his Romani ethnicity. He was forced to confess in writing that the two windows had been stolen. The following day, 5 February 1997, Mr. Mikhailov visited a forensic expert and obtained a medical certificate describing the injuries. In a decree dated 3 May 1997, the Pleven Military prosecutors Office refused to open an investigation on the ground that "it has not been established when and in what way the injuries have been inflicted on Mikhailov, but there is no evidence that this was done by police officers on 4 February 1997."

Attachments

a) Decree of the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 3 May 1997, declining to institute an investigation (2 pages)

b) Forensic report dated 5 February 1997 (2 pages)

c) Letter of an NGO to the Chief of the National Police, dated 12 May 1997 (2 pages) 

d) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 3 June 1997 (1 page)


18. Danail Mladenov *

In a complaint filed with the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office
 on 18 July 1997, an NGO acting on behalf of Mr. Mladenov requested the institution of an investigation against police officers who ill-treated him on 5 June 1997. According to the complaint, on 5 June, Mr. Mladenov  was taken by police officers to the Regional Police Department in the town of Valchedram on suspicion of cattle theft. There Mr. Mladenov was beaten for more than an hour by four police officers, two of whom were named in the complaint. While being beaten, Mr. Mladenov was also insulted on account of his Romani ethnicity. On 6 June 1997 Mr. Mladenov visited a forensic expert and obtained a report describing the injuries which he had sustained. In a decree dated 18 August 1997, the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office refused to open a criminal investigation. 

Attachments

a) Complaint to the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 18 July 1997 (2 pages)

b) Forensic report dated 6 June 1997 (1 page)

c) Decree of the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 18 August 1997 (2 pages)

d) Letter to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana, dated 23 June 1997 (2 pages)

e) Response of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs, dated 15 August 1997 

(2 pages) 


19. Anelia Ivanova, Silvia Ivanova  and Nadezhda Ivanova *

In a complaint filed with the Sliven Military Prosecutors Office on 14 July 1997, the parents of Anelia Ivanova, 14; Silvia Ivanova, 11; and Nadezhda Ivanova, 10; alleged that, on 10 July 1997 at about 20:00, the three children were ill-treated by police officers from the Regional Police Department of Elhovo. According to the complaint, the three girls and approximately ten other children were playing when they were accused by a civilian of theft. When two police officers arrived at the scene, the three girls and two other children were made to crawl in front of the officers as they were insulted on account of their Romani ethnicity. The 14 year old Anelya, who suffered from a psychiatric disorder, fainted on the spot. Later the children were taken to the police department where they were questioned and verbally harassed until 22:00.  Immediately upon their release, Anelya suffered an epileptic shock in the yard of the police station. The other two girls suffered serious psychological disturbances. The day after their release -- 11 July -- the three children were examined by a forensic expert who issued reports describing their physical and mental condition. In a decree dated 16 December 1997, the Sliven Military Prosecutors Office refused to open a criminal investigation, claiming, inter alia, that Anelia has been beaten by their father and there was no information indicating there had been police misconduct.
Attachments

a) Complaint by the parents of the children to the Military Prosecutors Office in Sliven, dated 14 July 1997 (2  pages)

b) Three forensic reports for each of the children, dated 11 July 1997 (2 pages each) 

c) Decree of the Sliven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 16 December 1997 

(2 pages)
C. Cases in Which the Investigation Remained Pending as of 1 April, 1998 (3)


20. Slavcho Lyubenov Tsonchev (Investigation pending for more than three years)


In a complaint filed with the Chief of the National Police on 5 October 1994, an NGO acting on behalf of the victim alleged that, on 24 September 1994, Slavcho Lyubenov Tsonchev was arrested by a police officer on suspicion of cattle theft. Mr. Tsonchev was taken to the Regional Police Department in Pleven, where in the early hours of 25 September, he died.  The National Police declined to take any action in view of the fact that on 25 September 1994, the Pleven Regional Prosecutors Office had opened an investigation in this case.  The medical expert report prepared at the request of the prosecution concluded that the cause of death was acute anemia caused by numerous traumas over the body. In a decree dated 19 March 1996, the Pleven Regional Prosecutors Office suspended the investigation because it could not be established who beat Mr. Tsonchev and caused his death - the police officers or civilians before his arrest. On appeal, the Office of the General Prosecutor of Bulgaria issued a decree dated 2 July 1996, ordering that the investigation be re-opened. As of 1 April 1998, the investigation was still pending. 

Attachments

a) Letter by an NGO to the Chief of National Police, dated 5 October 1994 (2 pages) 

b) Response of the Chief of National Police, dated 21 October 1994 (3 pages)

c) Decree of the Pleven Regional Prosecutors Office, dated 19 March 1996 (1 page)

d) Decree of the General Prosecutors Office of Bulgaria, dated 8 July 1996 (2 pages)


21. Miroslav Lilov (Investigation pending for more than two years)


In a 15 November 1995 complaint to the Chief of the National Police, an NGO acting on behalf of the victim alleged that, on 29 October 1995, in the village of Rogozen, Montana region, Miroslav Lilov was shot and wounded in the stomach by an off-duty police officer. The complaint requested that an investigation be opened into the incident.  In a letter dated 20 December 1995, the Chief of the National Police responded that an internal investigation which had commenced was halted when the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office opened a separate investigation under file No. IX-37/95. As of 1 April 1998 this investigation was still pending.

Attachments

a) Complaint of an NGO to the Vratsa Military Prosecutor and the Chief of the National Police, dated 15 November 1995 (2 pages)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 20 December 1995 (1 page) 


22. Velko Vergiev Iliev (Investigation pending for more than one and one-half years)


On 26 September 1996, Velko Vergiev Iliev was shot and killed by a police officer in the town of Kyustendil.  An investigation into the death of Mr. Iliev was subsequently instituted and a police officer was charged with murder. As of 1 April 1998, the investigation was still pending. 

D. Cases in Which the Investigation Was Suspended without Resolution or Concluded with a Non-Indictment Decision (5) 


23. Georgi Zlatanov Pirov *

In a complaint to the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office registered as No. B-812/97 on 28 May 1997, Mr. Pirov alleged that on 27 May 1997 he was summoned to the Regional Police Department in the town of Levski, where he was questioned about a theft by two police officers -- one of whom is named in the complaint.  According to the complaint, in the course of the questioning, Mr. Pirov was struck with fists four or five times in the chest and once in the head. Then he was forced to lie on the ground with his face down and to answer questions while remaining in that position. During the interrogation he was hit once with a truncheon, was kicked once, and was repeatedly insulted on account of his Romani ethnicity. In the complaint Mr. Pirov named a witness who came with him to the police station in Levski and waited outside the station. On 28 May 1997 Mr. Pirov visited a forensic expert and obtained a certificate describing his injuries. Investigation in this case was initiated and subsequently closed.

Attachments

a) Complaint dated 28 May 1997 (1 page)

b) Forensic report dated 28 May 1997 (1 page)


24. Khristo Khristov

In a complaint to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office
  dated  6 July 1993, Mr. Khristov alleged that on 24 March 1993 at approximately 20:00, he was apprehended by police officers in Stara Zagora on suspicion of attempted theft of telephone wire. According to the complaint, at the moment of his arrest, Mr. Khristov was kicked and beaten with truncheons. He was handcuffed and taken to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs, where the beating continued. Mr. Khristov was later placed in the trunk of a car and driven to his house for identification by his relatives. Mr. Khristov spent the night in the Regional Police Department and was released in the morning of 25 March 1993, after being questioned by an investigator. Upon his release, Mr. Khristov was hospitalized and treated for five broken ribs, damage to his lungs and kidneys, and numerous bodily traumas. On 28 March 1993, Mr. Khristov underwent surgical intervention in the course of which parts of his lungs had to be removed. In response to Mr. Khristov's complaint, on 15 July 1993 the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office instituted criminal proceedings in the case.  In May 1997 a police officer was charged with the crime of causing bodily injuries to Mr. Khristov. On 11 August 1997, however, the investigation was ended with a non-indictment decision. Upon appeal, on 14 January 1997 the Office of the General Military Prosecutor issued a decree confirming the non-indictment decision and the decision to terminate the investigation. 

Attachments

a) Complaint to the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 6 July 1993 (2 pages)

b) Medical report from the hospital where Khristov was treated, dated 16 April 1993 (2 pages)

c) Decree of the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 11 August 1997 (2 pages)

d) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors office, dated 14 January 1998 (2 pages)

e) Letter of the Chief of the National Police to an NGO, dated 11 June 1993 (3 pages)


25. Anghel Zabchikov

Shortly after midnight on 29 January, 1996, Mr. Zabchikov, 17, was apprehended by police officers in Razgrad on suspicion of theft.  He was handcuffed, then taken to the police station, where he was detained for several hours. In the early morning hours of 30 January, the police brought Mr. Zabchikov to a nearby hospital, where he was pronounced dead. Investigation into Mr. Zabchikov's death was instituted ex officio by the Razgrad Regional Prosecutors Office which later referred the file to the Military Prosecutors Office in Varna. The investigation was concluded on 31 July 1996 with a non-indictment decision.  The decree suggested that the cranial injuries which caused death had been inflicted prior to arrest. On appeal, the decision of the Varna Military Prosecutors Office was confirmed at all prosecutorial levels on 18 December 1996, 26 February 1997 and 20 March 1997, respectively.   

Attachments

a) Decree of the Varna Military Prosecutors Office, dated 31 July 1996 (2 pages)

b) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 18 December 1996 

(3 pages)

c) Decree of the Razgrad Regional Prosecutors Office, dated 26 February 1997 

(5 pages)

d) Decree of the General Prosecutors Office of Bulgaria, dated 20 March 1997 

(2 pages)


26. Kancho Anghelov and Kiril Petkov *


On 19 July 1996, an officer from the Military Police in the village of Lesura shot and killed two Romani runaway soldiers - Kancho Anghelov and Kiril Petkov - during an operation which sought their arrest. On 19 July 1996, four Military Police officers were dispatched to the village of Lesura where the two soldiers were hiding in a house. During the operation the two victims tried to run away. One officer opened automatic fire. Mr. Anghelov died on the spot; Mr. Petkov died on the way to the hospital. In a decree dated 8 April 1997, the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office terminated the investigation with a non-indictment decision.  On appeal, the office of the General Military Prosecutor of Bulgaria confirmed the non-indictment decision in decrees dated, respectively, 11 June 1997 and 19 November 1997. 

Attachments

a) Complaint by an NGO to the Military Prosecutors Office in Vratsa, dated 6 September 1996 (2 pages)

b) Decree of the Pleven Military Prosecutors Office, dated 8 April 1997 (5 pages)

c) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 11 June 1997 (3 pages)

d) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 19 November 1997 

(2 pages)


27. Zakhari Stefanov



On 3 June 1993 Zakhari Stefanov from the village of Dabovo, Stara Zagora region,  was arrested by police officers on suspicion of theft. He was questioned in the mayor's office of Dabovo. According to witnesses' testimonies, Mr. Stefanov was beaten both at the time of the arrest and during the questioning. Later the same day, Mr. Stefanov was taken to the Regional Police Department in Kazanlak where he was detained. According to information released by the Ministry of Interior, on 5 June 1993, in the course of interrogation, Mr. Stefanov jumped out of a third floor office of the police department and died. In July the wife of Mr. Stefanov filed a complaint with the Plovdiv Military prosecutors Office alleging police responsibility for the death of her husband and requesting a thorough investigation of the circumstances surrounding his death. In a decree dated 24 December 1995, the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office terminated the investigation with a non-indictment decision, which was first overturned, then reconfirmed in August 1997.  On appeal, the General Military Prosecutors Office affirmed the non-indictment decision in a decree dated 31 March 1998. 

Attachments

a) Decree of the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 24 December 1995 

(1 page)

b) Decree of the Plovdiv Military Prosecutors Office, dated 13 August 1997 (2 pages)

c) Decree of the General Military Prosecutors Office, dated 31 March 1998 (1 page)

E. Cases in Which an Indictment Was Returned and the Case Sent to Trial, Which Resulted in Conviction(s) (2) 

28. Khristo Nikolov


At approximately 15:30 on 15 November 1994, Khristo Nikolov from Vabel, Pleven region, was apprehended by two policemen from the Regional Police Department of Nikopol on suspicion of theft. Mr. Nikolov was taken to the police station, where he was beaten by two police officers.  As a result of the beating, Mr. Nikolov died at 18:30 in the hospital. Following an investigation, on 5 June 1997, the Pleven Military Prosecution indicted two police officers on charges of intentional murder under Articles 116(2) and 116(6) of the Penal Code. On 26 September 1997 the Pleven Military Court convicted the defendants of negligent homicide under Article 124 of the Penal Code, and sentenced each of them to a term of four and one half years' imprisonment. On 11 December 1997, following an appeal, the Supreme Court of Bulgaria reversed the decision of the Pleven Military Court and returned the case for a new trial on the original charges.

Attachment

a) Indictment dated 5 June 1997 (6 pages)


29. Assen Vladkov and Lyubomir Ivanov

In a complaint filed with the Vidin Regional Prosecutors Office
 on 30 March 1995, the parents of Asen Vladkov, 17, and Lyubomir Ivanov, 17, alleged that, on 28 March 1995, two off duty police officers arrested their sons at the school in the town of Dunavtsi.  According to the complaint, the boys were handcuffed, forced into a car and driven to the outskirts of town. During this time, the officers kicked and beat the boys with fists and truncheons, then forced them into the car trunk, drove them to another site, and beat them again. The following day a forensic expert documented their injuries in two reports.  Following an initial refusal to open an investigation, the Pleven Military Prosecutors office instituted criminal proceedings on 3 October 1995. On 5 December 1995, the two police officers were indicted and charged with causing bodily injuries under Articles 130 (1), 131(2), and 131(4) of the Penal Code.  On 4 March 1996, the Pleven Military Court convicted them of the charged crimes and sentenced them to a suspended sentence of eight months' imprisonment and three years' probation.

Attachments

a) Complaint by the parents of the victims to the Vidin District Prosecutors Office, dated 30 March 1995 (1 page)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 1 August 1995 (2 pages)

c) Indictment dated 5 December 1995 (4 pages)

II. Cases in Which a Written Complaint Was Filed with the Police (23)
 
A. Cases in Which the Police Failed to Respond as of 1 April 1998 (3)


30. Velichka Shankova Anghelova (No response after more than five months)

In a complaint registered with the Montana Regional Police department as No. 108 on 17 October 1997, Ms. Anghelova alleged that, on 15 August 1997, she was summoned to the mayor's office in the village of Razgrad, Montana region. According to the complaint, she was questioned there by three police officers (named in the complaint) on suspicion of theft. During the course of the questioning, Ms. Anghelova was handcuffed to a cupboard and was kicked and beaten by two of the policemen with truncheons and fists. After an hour and a half, upon signing under coercion a confession which she was not allowed to read, she was released. As of 1 April 1998 no response to the complaint had been received.

Attachment

a) Letter of the victim to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs No. 108, dated 17 October 1997 (2 pages)


31. Georgi Kamenov Mladenov (No response after more than five months)


In a complaint to the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana registered as No. 109 and dated 17 October1997, Mr. Mladenov alleged that, at 11:40 in the morning on 13 October 1997, he and his grandson Radoslav Georgiev, 13, were summoned by a police officer (named in the complaint) to the mayor's office in Razgrad. According to the complaint, while being questioned, Radoslav Georgiev  was repeatedly insulted and threatened with physical abuse. Upon their release at 13:20,  Mr. Georgiev learned that out of fear at the mayor's office, his grandson had defecated in his pants. As of 1 April 1998 the police had not responded to the complaint.

Attachment

a) Letter of the victim to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs No. 109, dated 17 October 1997 (1 page)


32. The Case in the Hristo Botev Neighborhood in Sofia * (No response after more than three months)


In a complaint to the Chief of the National Police dated 15 December 1997, an NGO alleged that on 14 October 1997, at around 22:30, four policemen from the First Regional Police Department in Sofia (including one officer named in the complaint) ill-treated Roma customers in three different cafes in the  Khristo Botev neighborhood. 


According to the complaint, the officers, who were drunk, forced their way into the cafe of Nadya Dimitrova, the Romani owner, and physically abused her and approximately 10 Romani customers who were inside. The son and daughter-in-law of the owner were taken out of their bedroom and made to crawl naked across the floor. The police beat approximately a dozen Roma with a wooden slab about 50 cm. long and 10 cm. wide. Nikolai Yankov, 17,  was forced to lay on the floor and was kicked by the police. In a third cafe, Vassil Bozhkov and his two sons were also forced on the floor and subjected to racial insults. In all, three of the victims obtained medical certificates describing their injuries.


As of 1 April 1998, the police had not responded to the complaint. 

Attachment

a) Letter of the NGO dated 15 December 1997 (2 pages)

B. Cases in Which the Police Concluded that the Complaint was Without Foundation and Declined to Proceed Further (17)


33. Lazar Georgiev


On 25 February 1993, Mr. Georgiev was beaten in Stara Zagora by officers from the Traffic Police. The complainant was stopped by the police for a minor traffic offence, after which he was dragged from his car, then kicked, beaten with fists, and struck on the head with a bottle. In a letter dated 11 June 1993, the Chief of the National Police explained that the physical force employed with respect to Mr. Georgiev was necessary because he refused to cooperate with the police, who had sought to establish his identity and the ownership of the car.

Attachment

a) Letter of the Chief of the National Police, dated 11 June 1993 (3 pages)


34. The Case in Lyulin, Sofia 


In a letter to the Chief of the National Police dated 29 March 1995, a local NGO described an incident involving police ill-treatment of 38 Romani men by police officers, which had taken place on 5 March 1995 in the Lyulin region of Sofia. In a letter dated 10 April 1995, the Chief of the National Police explained that the police had not used excessive force during the incident.   

Attachments

a) Letter to the Chief of the National Police, dated 29 March 1995 (3 pages)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 10 April 1995 (1 page)

c) Five forensic reports describing injuries suffered by Romani victims, issued on 6 March 1995 (1 page each)


35. Ivan Vassilev Ivanov

In a letter to the Chief of the National Police dated 1 November 1995, an NGO acting on behalf of Mr. Ivanov alleged that, on 4 October 1995, between 9:30 and 10:00 in the morning, Mr. Ivanov had a dispute with several persons in his petrol station in the village of Slivo Pole, Russe region. According to the complaint, at around 11:40, after the disputants had left the petrol station, two police cars with approximately 10 officers arrived, handcuffed Mr. Ivanov and started to beat him. One of the officers put a rifle against his head and threatened to shoot him. On the same day the victim visited a doctor and obtained a forensic report describing his injuries, which included a swelling and bruising on the left side of the chin, two bruises on the right side of the abdomen, lacerations on back of both wrists, and swellings at the base of the third and fourth fingers of the left hand. In a written response dated 15 December 1995, the Chief of the National Police explained that it had not been established that the officers involved in the incident had used physical force. 

Attachments

a) Letter of an NGO to the Chief of National Police, dated 1 November 1995 (2 pages)

b) Forensic report dated 4 October 1995 (1 page)

c) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 15 December 1995 (1 page)


36. Iliya Assenov Lambov *

In a complaint to the Chief of the National Police dated 4 July 1995, an NGO acting on behalf of Iliya Lambov alleged that on 29 May 1995, at approximately 11:00 in the morning, a police officer in Brestovitsa, Plovdiv region, conducted an identification check in Mr. Lambov's house.  According to the complaint, Milko Lambov, brother of Iliya Lambov, questioned the right of the officer to conduct such a check. The officer then left and returned shortly afterwards accompanied by several other policemen. The police forced their way into the house, and started kicking and hitting the wife and daughter of Iliya Lambov while insulting them on account of their Romani ethnicity. The police took Iliya Lambov to the cellar where they beat him, then took him to the office of the mayor, where they beat him again. Later that day, Iliya Lambov was detained at the Regional Police Department in Stamboliiski, Plovdiv Region.  The following day, a judge ordered his detention for 15 days on charges of hooliganism.


On 1 June 1995, while in detention, Iliya Lambov was examined by a forensic expert who documented a large bruise on his right eye, numerous bruises on his back, and lesions on his chest, right elbow, right thigh and left knee. The forensic report concluded that the injuries were inflicted with blows of a hard object and were consistent with the victim's allegations of ill-treatment. Mr Lambov was released from detention on 14 June 1995. In a letter dated 26 July 1995, the Chief of the National Police explained that the police officers involved in this incident had acted in accordance with the law.

Attachments 

a) Letter to the Chief of the National Police, dated 4 July 1995 ( 2 pages)

b) Forensic report dated 1 June 1995 (1 page)

c) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 26 July 1995 (1 page)


37. Nachko Naskov Anghelov 


In a complaint to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Shoumen dated 8 September 1997, Nachko Anghelov, 16, alleged that, earlier that day, he had been physically  ill-treated by a policeman in the local police station. Mr. Anghelov was hospitalized and treated for his injuries for one week following the incident.  Subsequently, Mr. Anghelov received a letter from the Regional Department of Internal Affairs, dated 16 September 1997, which advised that an internal check could not confirm his allegations.

Attachments

a) Letter of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Shoumen, dated 16 September 1997 (1 page)

b) Medical report dated 15 September 1997, issued by the hospital where the victim was hospitalized from 8 September until 15 September (1 page)


38. Victoria Petrova Ilieva


In  a complaint to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana dated 21 May 1997 and registered as No. 46, Ms. Ilieva alleged that on 8 May 1995 a police officer (named in the complaint) came to her house in the village of Cherni Verkh, Montana region, took her to the mayor’s office in the village, ill-treated her and threatened her with additional ill-treatment if her family did not leave the village in a month. In a letter dated 9 June 1996, the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs explained that the police inquiry had not established that physical force had been used  against the complainant and that the police officer had acted in accordance with the law.

Attachment

a) Letter of the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana, dated 9 June 1997 (1 page) 


39. Plamen Dimitrov Borisov


In a complaint to the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana dated 17 May 1997 and registered as No. 35, Mr. Borisov alleged that on 15 May 1997, he was summoned to the mayor's office in the village of Valchedram, Montana region, where a police officer (named in the complaint) told him to confess to certain thefts. According to the complaint, when Mr. Borisov refused, the officer physically assaulted him, following which Mr. Borisov signed a written confession. In a letter dated 9 June 1997, the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs explained that an internal police inquiry had not confirmed that he had been subjected to physical force, but had established that the police officers had acted in accordance with the law.

Attachments

a) Complaint of  Plamen Borisov, dated 17 May 1997 (2 pages)

b) Letter of the Chief, Regional Department of Internal Affairs, dated 9 June 1997 

(1 page)


40. The case in Patalenitsa *

In a complaint to the Chief of the National Police dated 18 August 1995, an NGO alleged that shortly after midnight on 9 August 1995 in the village of Patalenitsa, Pazardzhik region, a conflict broke out involving ethnic Bulgarians and Roma. According to the complaint, police officers who arrived on the scene from Pazardzhik, fired their rifles and joined the ethnic Bulgarians in physically attacking two Romani houses. The complaint alleged that the assault on the Romani houses was racially motivated.  As a result of the attack, several Romani individuals were injured, including a five-year-old boy who was shot and wounded. 


In a letter dated 8 September 1995, the Chief of the National Police confirmed that police officers were involved in the conflict, but explained that they had used force and firearms to restore order.  According to the letter, the police had acted in a professional fashion, in accordance with the law. 

Attachments

a) Letter of an NGO to the Chief of the National Police, dated 18 August 1995 

(2 pages)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 8 September 1995 (3 pages) 


41. Anghel Anghelov

In a complaint to the Chief of the National Police dated 27 March 1995, an NGO alleged that on 20 March 1995, Anghel Anghelov was shot and murdered by a police officer in the Romani neighborhood in the town of Nova Zagora, Sliven region. According to the complaint, the incident took place after three police officers from Nova Zagora went to the neighborhood to apprehend a convicted person and take him to prison. When the officers sought to arrest the wrong man, a dispute broke out between several Roma and the police. In the course of the dispute, one officer pulled out a gun and shot several times.  Several of the shots were aimed at the Romani men present on the scene. Anghel Anghelov died on the spot, while his brother Atanas Anghelov was wounded in the stomach.  


In a letter dated 18 April 1995, the Chief of the National Police explained that the police officers had acted in accordance with the law and had used their firearms in self defense.  In a separate letter to the wife of the victim, who had filed a separate complaint, the Ministry of Internal Affairs affirmed that the police officers had acted in accordance with their duties.

Attachments

a) Letter of NGO to the Chief of the National Police, dated 27 March 1995 (2 pages)

b) Response of the Chief of the National Police, dated 18 April 1995 (3 pages)

c) Letter from the Ministry of Internal Affairs to Katy Yordanova, dated 30 May 1995 (1 page)

42. Valentin Borissov Todorov; 43. Lyuba Ivanova

In a letter to the Chief of the National Police dated 5 May 1997, an NGO related two separate cases of ill-treatment of Roma from the village of Valchedram, Montana region. The first case concerned allegations that on 7 April 1997, two named police officers arrested Valentin Borisov Todorov and took him to the Regional Police Department in Valchedam, Montana region, to question him about a theft. In the Regional Police Department the policemen beat him with batons in order to extort confessions.


The second case concerned allegations that on 4 April 1997, two named policemen, who were allegedly drunk, entered the house of Lyuba Ivanova in the village of  Valchedram, and without explaining the purpose of their visit, forced Ms. Ivanova's son to play the accordion and her brother to dance. The policemen allegedly insulted all three on the basis of their Romani ethnicity, and threatened Ms. Ivanova's son that they would "shave him dry if anything disappears from the neighborhood."


In a letter dated 4 July 1997, the Chief of the National Police explained that the allegations concerning both cases were "groundless and biased, aimed at discrediting the acts of the police." It also asserted that the complainants had criminal records. 
Attachments

a) Letter of an NGO, dated 9 May 1997 (2 pages)

b) Letter of the Chief of the National Police, dated 4 July 1997 (1 page)


44. Darina Naidenova *

In a complaint lodged with the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana on 21 May 1997 and registered as No. 47, Ms. Naidenova alleged that on 14 April 1997, she was summoned to the Regional Police Department in Valchedram on suspicion of hen theft. According to the complaint, while at the police station, Ms. Naidenova was beaten by two policemen and insulted on account of her Romani ethnicity. At one point during the detention, she lost consciousness and the officers poured a bucket of water over her head. On 16 April, following her release, the victim visited a forensic expert who documented a large haematom on her left shoulder and bruising over the left armpit.


In a letter dated 25 June 1997, the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs explained that the police had not established that physical force had been used during this incident, and that the police officers had acted in accordance with the law.  

Attachments

a) Complaint filed at the Regional Department of Internal Affairs in Montana, No. 47 of 21 May 1997 (1 page)

b) Response of the Chief of the Regional Department of Internal Affairs, dated 9 June 1997 (1 page) 
C. Cases Referred to the Prosecution Authorities by the Police (3)


45. Ivan Fanov Anghelov 


In a complaint to the Chief of the Regional Police Department in Sliven dated 27 July 1994, an NGO acting on behalf of the victim alleged that on 3 May 1995, a police named in the complaint ill-treated Ivan Fanov Anghelov in the city of Sliven. According to the complaint, the police officer threatened Mr. Anghelov that he would be killed if he complained to the police or to a judicial authority.  In a response dated 22 August 1994, the Chief of the Regional Police Department explained that an internal investigation had been concluded and the file referred to the prosecution authorities.
 

Attachments

a) Letter of NGO dated 27 July 1994 (1 page)

b) Letter of the Chief of the Regional Police Department, dated 22 August 1994 

(1 page)

* Cases in which the complainant alleged that the police abuse was motivated by racial animus are designated by an asterisk.


� As noted below, see footnote 5 infra, a separate complaint in this case was filed with the police, who concluded that the complaint was without foundation and declined to proceed further.


� As noted below, see footnote 5 infra, a separate complaint in this case was filed with the police, who concluded that the complaint was without foundation and declined to proceed further.


� As noted below, see footnote 5 infra, a separate complaint in this case was filed with the police, who concluded that the complaint was without foundation and declined to proceed further.


� As noted below, see footnote 5 infra, a separate complaint in this case was filed with the police, who concluded that the complaint had sufficient basis to warrant referral to the prosecution authorities.


� In seven of these cases, separate written complaints were filed with both the police and the prosecution.  These seven cases are included among the 29 cases described in Part I of this Appendix: Tseko Tsekov and Alyosha Mitkov (No. 12), ; Ilyan Mikhailov (No. 17); Danail Mladenov (No. 18); Slavcho Tsonchev (No. 20); Miroslav Lilov (No. 21); Khristo Khristov (No. 24); Assen Vladkov and Lyubomir Ivanov (No. 29).  Two of the seven cases -- Tseko Tsekov and Alyosha Mitkov (No. 12) and Miroslav Lilov (No. 21) -- were referred by the police to the prosecution authorities.  In the other five cases, the police investigation concluded that the complaint was without foundation and declined to proceed further.  These cases were referred to the prosecution authorities either by the victim or by the prosecution acting ex oficio.





� As noted above, see supra footnote 5, five of the cases in this section -- No. 17, No. 18, No. 20, No. 24, No. 29 -- are included among the 29 cases described in Part I. 


� In this case the Sliven Regional Prosecutors Office reportedly commenced a criminal investigation, but the ERRC is unaware of its status.


� As noted above, see supra footnote 5, two of the cases in this section -- No. 12 and No. 21 -- are included among the 29 cases described in Part I.


� ERRC has no information concerning whether this case has been investigated by a prosecutor's office. 
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