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EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS CENTRE
1386 Budapest 62, P.O. Box 906/93, Hungary



Phone: (36-1) 413-2200; Fax: (36-1) 413-2201

E-mail: office@errc.org
http://errc.org 



7 March 2007 

To: Mr Pavel Gorshkov

Executive Director, Publishing House “Regions” 

p/o 77, 125009, Moscow, Russia

Tel/Fax: +7 495 6507180

Cc: Mr Alexander Haev

Director, Central Regional Administration of Rosohrancultura

Malaya Nikitskaya str. 12, Moscow 630091, Russia

Fax: + 7 495 2904573


Dear Mr Gorshkov,

The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation, which monitors Roma rights and provides legal defence in cases of human rights abuse of Roma. The ERRC is concerned about the regular linkage of Roma with crime in the titles and content of news articles on your portal “Regions”, which incites anti-Romani sentiment in society. 

In 2006 and 2007, report titles on the portal “Regions” referred to Roma almost exclusively as dangerous criminals. For example: “The Romani drug dealer has been detained in Orenburg” (6 May 2006), “Romani hypnotists persecute the inhabitants of Borovsk” (30 July 2006), “Romani swindlers became the real threat for passengers of Moscow railroad” (31 August 2006), “Residents of a village in Bryansk region caught Romani burglars” (9 November 2006), “Romani swindler has been detained in Mordovia” (13 February 2007). According to unofficial statistics, the number of Roma living in Russia is more then 1 million,
 but given the news titles above, your audience would be lead to believe that all Roma are engaged in burglary and swindle.

Some titles of the reports about Roma do not directly provoke the national enmity, such as “Gypsy beekeepers in Khakassia sold the can of honey for 200 thousands rubles” (9 November 2006), “Kaluga region has been invaded by Gypsy psychologists” (16 February 2007). At the same time, the content of the reports contributes to the perpetuation of stereotypes about alleged widespread criminality amongst Roma. In particular, in the report from 9 November the author writes: “After “beekeepers” left the house the man found out that 200 thousands rubles disappeared”. The article further includes the recommendation: “experts recommend to not speaking with Roma on the streets, not to look at their eyes and, moreover, not to allow them to enter your home or apartments.” Racial prejudice by the author is confirmed in the article’s conclusion: “The problem is that all victims do not memorise distinguishing features, because for ordinary people all Roma look the same”. In the report from 16 February the reader is informed, that “the cases of swindle committed by the persons of Romani ethnicity have become more frequent”.

Regrettably, the foregoing is by no means a comprehensive list of reports appearing in “Regions” in which Roma are associated with crime. 

Dear Mr Gorshkov, the ERRC is concerned that the articles appearing in your news portal incite racial hatred and contribute to the development of hostile attitudes toward Roma. The ERRC notes that the Directorate of the Russian Federal Surveillance Service for Compliance with the Law in Mass Communications and Cultural Heritage Protection (Rosohrancultura) and experts involved in the process of a working meeting dated 21 February 2007 have also expressed concern regarding the rise of ethnic and religious intolerance in the Russian mass media.
 

We also recall that Article 29(2) of the Constitution of the Russian Federation prohibits propaganda instigating national or racial hatred. In addition, Article 4(a) of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to which the Russian Federation is a party, binds states to “declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or group of persons of another color or ethnic origin, [...].”
We urge you and the staff of your agency to take a firm stand against anti-Romani hate speech, to review the policy of the portal toward persons belonging to certain nationalities, in particular Roma, and to refrain from publishing reports that incite further hatred and intolerance of Roma. We welcome further discussion of these matters with you.

Sincerely,

Vera Egenberger

Executive Director

� European Roma Rights Centre, 2005. In Search of Happy Gypsies: Persecution of Pariah Minorities in Russia. Budapest, p.23.
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