Attacks against Roma in Hungary January 2008-September 2009

The following is a (non-exhaustive) list of 44 attacks against Roma and/or their
property in Hungary between January 2008 and September 2009.

The attacks
e took a combined total of nine lives

o left dozens people with injuries, ten of which were life-threatening

Four suspects arrested

21.08.2009

Friday morning four suspects were arrested in a disco following a police search for
offenders who used a shotgun to shoot at Romani people in a car.

The suspected persons are non-romani and aged between 28 and 42 years old.
They are implicated in a total of nine crimes including murder, attempted murder,
mayhem, arson, efc.

On Sunday they were remanded in custody until 23 of September and transferred to
Budapest under heavy police protection.

The Chief of Police, J6zsef Bence mentioned that the investigation has not finished
yet, however the attacks where obviously racially motivated.



45-year-old woman murdered, daughter injured

Location

Kisléta (Szabolcs-Szatmdr-Bereg county)

Date, Time

03 August 2009

On the night of 03 August, 45-year-old Mdria B. and her
daughter were attacked by strangers in their home.

The mother died after being shot while in her bed and
her daughter survived but was badly injured.

The investigation has not excluded racial motivation.

Investigation Status: No suspects identified

Sources

Népszabadsdg




Location Abddszaldk (Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok county)

Date, Time | 27 May 2009, 3 AM

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location Taska (Somogy county)

Date, Time | 5 May 2009

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location | £rd (Pest county)

Date, Time | 25 April 2009

Sources




Romani man shot to death in front of his house

Location Tiszaldk (Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg county)

Date, Time 22 April 2009

Late in the evening, as he was leaving to work the night
shift, 54-year-old father Kéka Jené was shot to death in
front of his house. At the crime scene, a withess saw a
black Land Rover belonging to the unknown
perpetrator(s), and a tall man stepping out of it.

According to the official police website, murder
investigations against unknown suspect(s) have begun.
They also reported that, after an exhaustive
investigation overnight, similarities between this case
and earlier attacks towards Roma in Hungary cannot
be overlooked.

Photo (index.hu): crime scene

Update: The National Bureau of Investigation offered a
reward of 10 million HUF for information leading to an
arrest in  this case and another ftwo cases
(Tatarszentgyorgy, Nagycsécs), and a reward of one
million HUF in four other cases, because clear similarities
among these cases were detected.

http://www.police.hu/nyitooldal/cikkek/dijkituzes50.html

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigating police-body: National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI)

Sources Népszabadsdg

Roma beaten up in front of Keleti




Location

Budapest (capital)

Date, Time

Sources

15 April 2009

Location

Old (Baranya county)

Date, Time

Sources

15 April 2009, 7 PM




Location Fadd (Tolna county)

Date, Time | 13 April 2008

Sources




House of Roma polititian set on fire

Location Tatarszentgydrgy (Pest county)

Date, Time 7 April 2009

On 7 April the house of Lidia Horvath, the
vice-president of the local Roma minority
self-government, was set on fire. There was
no one at home at the time as Horvath
was on duty in a local Roma community
guard set up following a February murder.
Horvath told the state news agency MTI
that the Roma community in her village
was living in a state of constant fear. The
investigation has not excluded the
possibility of self-interest in the incident,
along with possible revenge or racial
motivation.

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigative police-organisation: Pest
county police-headquarters

Sources Népszabadsdg

Romani families have fled their hometown

Location | janoshalma (Bacs-Kiskun county)

Date, Time | April, 2009

Several Romani families, approximately 38 people,
fleeing the harassment of the Magyar Garda, spent
several weeks in nearby forests. Then the mayor of
Janoshalma asked them to leave the vilage and the
country. The families have fled to Strasbourg and are
currently considering seeking asylum in France.

Sources




Neighbour physically abused a Romani woman

Location | Budapest (capital)

Date, Time | 19 March 2009

A non-Romani neighbour both verbally and physically
abused a Romani woman and her children in Budapest.
The neighbour, who become upset because allegedly
the Romani woman did not greet him, said: | will teach
you how to behave, stinky Gypsies". Then he physically
abused the woman, broke into their home and terrorised
the family until the police arrived.

Sources

Molotov firebomb placed under the window of a Romani family

Location Kecskemét (Bacs-Kiskun county)

Date, Time | 13 March 2009

Three unidentified men placed a Molotov firebomb in
the early morning hours under the window of a home
that belonged to a Romani family. It was only later in the
morning that the family discovered the bottle containing
petrol. The bomb did not explode.

Investigation status: no suspects identified

Sources




Location | szabadszdllds (Bacs-Kiskun county)

Date, Time | 7 March 2009

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location Bocfolde (Zala county)

Date, Time | 6 March 2009

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location Gic (Veszprém county)

Date, Time | 5 March, 2009

Sources

Location Zalaegerszeg (Zala county)

Date, Time | 4 March 2009

Sources




House set on fire, fleeing family members shot

Location Tatarszentgydrgy (Pest county)

Date, Time | 23 February 2009, 1 AM

The house of a Roma family in Tatarszentgyorgy was set
on fire by Moltov cocktails. Then the perpetrator(s) shot
and killed two family members, a father (27) and son
(5), as they fled the burning home. Two other children
were wounded, and the mother escaped without injury.

The on-duty police officer and a forensic expert at the
crime scene both failed to recognise the victims’
gunshot wounds. The police also classified the attack
and murders as result of a domestic fire. Prime Minister
Ferenc Gyurcsdny instructed the affected ministries to
conduct an internal inquiry. Police have already closed
their own inquiry and launched disciplinary proceedings
against two sub-commanders. Pest county police chief
Sandor Armés said that if the on-site inspection had
been carried out in accordance with standard
procedure, the murders of the 27-year-old Roma man
and his five-year-old son would have emerged, despite
the mistaken medical opinion.

ou

Petéfi  Attila, manager of the National Bureau of
Investigation (NNI), noted clear similarities between this
attack and several cases since summer 2008, which
also involved Molotov cocktails, shotguns, and targeted
houses on the outskirts of the settlement. He discussed
serial murders but did not confirm a racist motive, and
kept open the possibility of personal revenge. A reward
of ten million Forints has been offered for information
leading to an arrest.

Photo (PESTER LLOYD): burned
hse

For a detailed report on this case please follow:
http://www.errc.org/db/03/DA/mO00003DA.pdf

Update: The National Bureau of Investigation offered a
reward of 10 million HUF for information leading to an
arrest in this case and another two cases (Tiszalok,
Nagycsécs), and a reward of one million HUF in four
other cases, because clear similarities among these
cases were detected.

http://www.police.hu/nyitooldal/cikkek/dijkituzes50.html

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigative police-organisation: Natfional Bureau of
Investigation (NBI)

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location | Ofehérté (Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg county)

Date, Time | 15 January 2009

Sources

Location Alsdzsolca (Borsod-Abalj-Zemplén county)

Date, Time | 15 December 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg




Tensions and violence in Kiskulanchaza

Location Kiskunlachdza (Pest county)

Date, Time | 28 November 2008

On 28 November, over 3,000 people joined a . S —
candlelight march in Kiskunlachdza to protest against e it
violence after the murder of a 14-year-old local girl a
week before. The town's mayor Jézsef Répds
addressed the gathering, lamenting the decline in
public safety in the settlement. Although the murderer
or murderers have not been identified, Répds @ - .
allegedly said: "Kiskunlachdza has had enough of Photo (index.hu): funeral of
Roma violence!" He also said that police were offen fhe 14-year old victim
branded "racist" if they tried to act. Participants in the

march were not all locals. Some came from nearby

Rdckeve, others came from more distant towns. A

200-300-person contingent from the Hungarian Guard

attended, as did some members of a motorcycle

group known as the Goy Motorcyclists. There was a

heavy police presence and searches of some of the

marchers yielded knives and daggers.

>

Nepszabadsag reported increased tension in
Kiskunlachaza bewteen the local Roma and non-
Roma population (Nepszabadsag, 15 May). Following
a recent incident involving the attack of a 12-year-
old girl by 8 Roma youngsters, 5 adults attacked two
Roma children. The children stated that they were
riding bicycles in the street when a jeep passed by.
The people jumped out of the car and pushed them
off their bikes. One of the attackers also threatened
them.

Update: The Pest county police headqguarters
arrested P. Jozsef, a 25-year old, non-Roma man
from Kiskunlachdza, on 25 June 2009 who confessed
the crime. He lived within 250 metres from the crime-
scene and was discovered through matching DNS-
samples.

Investigation status: no suspects identified

Sources index.hu




Roma threatened in the Borsod-Abajuj-Zemplén county

Location Sajéhidvég (Borsod-Abajlj-Zemplén county)

Date, Time | 25 November 2008

Unidentified individuals infended to attack the Roma
settlement in  Sajéhidvég, Borsod-Abajuj-Zemplén
county, but the Roma patrol service informed the police
in fime and the unwanted visitors fled. Somebody wrote
on a lamp post ,,You will die”, the head of the local
Gypsy Self-Government informed the press that the
Roma were scared.

Investigation status: no suspects identified

Sources

Threatening of Romani family

Location Pusztadobos (Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg county)

Date, Time 20 November 2008

In the morning of 20 November, unknown
perpetrators threw a Molotov cocktail at a
Romani house. There were four adults and
eight children in the house, but because the
bomb exploded outside, no one was injured.
The tenants found a printed cartoon
attached to the fence that stated, “You are
going to die!” The family had moved to
Pusztadobos one year earlier from Nyirmada,
where they were also attacked (the windows . = = g
of their house were broken). Based on recent Photo (in ex.hu): crime scene
media information the investigation is closed

because police could not confirm the Roma

family’'s story.

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigative police-organisation: Szabolcs-
Szatmdar-Bereg police-headquarters




Sources




Handgrenade killed Romani parents

Location Pécs (Baranya county)

Date, Time | 18 November 2008

On the night of 18 November a hand
grenade was thrown at the house of a
Romani family in Pécs. Two adults were
killed instantly. Two children (aged 3 and
5) were taken to hospital in a state of
shock and with minor injuries.

The police eliminated a racist motive
after investigating the crime scene. They
assume a revenge motive or possible
mafia conflict.

Kovdcs Istvan from the local Roma self-
government of Mohdcsi noted many
similarities between this murder and
recent incidents in Hungary. He
speculated that this was a racist attack.

Investigation status: no suspects
identified

Investigative police-organisation:
Baranya county police-headquarters

I’hoio .(kleinezeiiung.at): rime scene

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location | Szigetvar (Baranya county)

Date, Time | 18 November 2008

Sources

Location Debrecen (Hajdu Bihar county)

Date, Time | 4 November 2008

Sources




Two persons killed in firebomb- and shooting-attack

Location Nagycsécs (Borsod-Abauj-Zemplé county)

Date, Time 3 November 2008

Two Roma people (a man of 43 and a woman of 40)
were shot dead following a firebomb attack on two
houses in the villaoge of Nagycsécs. The perpetrators
shot the members of the Roma family after they were
awakened by the sound of the firebomb and tried to
escape from the house. The bomb thrown at the other
Romani house did not explode.

Update: The National Bureau of Investigation offered a
reward of 10 million HUF for information leading to an
arrest in  this case and another ftwo cases
(Tatarszentgydrgy, Tiszaldk), and a reward of one million
HUF in four other cases, because clear similarities were
detected among these cases.

http://www.police.hu/nyitooldal/cikkek/dijkituzes50.html

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigative police-organisation: National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI)

Photo(index.hu): crime scene

Sources Népszabadsdg

Vandalism

Location Kaposvdr (Somogyi county)

Date, Time | 30 October 2008

On 30 October 2008 in Kaposvdr the office of the
Napkerék EgyesUlet — an association dealing with Roma
education — was vandalized. The police found a bullet
casing inside of the building.

Investigation status: no suspects identified

Sources




Location K&szdrhegy (Fejér county)

Date, Time | 15 October 2008

Sources

Location Tarnabod (Heves county)

Date, Time | 29 September 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location Sidfok(Somogyi county)

Date, Time | 17 September 2008

Sources

Location | székesfehérvdr (Fejér county)

Date, Time | September 8, 2008

Sources




Location | Nyiradony-Tamdsipuszta (HajdU-Bihar county)

Date, Time | 5September 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location | székesfehérvdr (Fejér county)

Date, Time | 19 August 2008

Sources




Location | Piricse (Szabolc-Szatmdr county)

Date, Time | 8 August 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location Galgagyérk (Pest county)

Date, Time | 21 July 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location Fényeslitke (Szabolcs-Szatmar-Bereg county)

Date, Time | 15 June 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location Nyiregyhdza (Szabolcs-Szatméar-Bereg county)

Date, Time | 8 June 2008

Sources




Location Patka(Fejér county)

Date, Time | 3 June 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg

Location Szihalom (Heves county)

Date, Time | 27 March 2008

Sources




Romani man beaten up

Location Tapolca (Veszprém county)

Date, Time | 15 March 2008

Two 17-year-olds severely beat and kicked a Roma man
on the street, although there hadn’t been any previous
argument. The 32-year-old Roma man slipped into a
coma and was taken to the hospital in criitical
condition.

Investigation status: suspects identified

Sources Népszabadsdg

House of Roma-official set on fire

Location Tiszaroff (J&sz-Nagykun-Szolnok)

Date, Time | 1 March 2008

The house of the Roma minority self-government
representative of Kunmadaras was set on fire. Racial
epithets had been painted on the walls prior to the
arson.

Investigation status: no suspects identified
Investigating police-body: Jasz-Nagykun-Szolnok county
police-headquarters

Investigating police-body: JAsz-Nagykun-Szolnok county
police-headquarters

Sources Népszabadsdg

Romani house vandalised

Location Putnok (Borsod-Abauj-Zemplén county)

Date, Time | 22 February 2008

The house of a Roma family in Putnok was vandalised
and threatening statements were painted on the walls.
The family was not at home during the incident.

Investigation status: no suspects identified

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location Szigetvar (Branya county)

Date, Time | 22 January 2008

Sources Népszabadsdg




Location | Dombovar (Tolna county)

Date, Time | -

Sources
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