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Honourable Commissioner Diamantopoulou, Minister Škromach,

The European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) welcomes the publication of Czech Republic’s Joint Inclusion Memorandum ("JIM") on matters relating to social inclusion. In a number of respects, the ERRC believes, the Czech JIM represents a valuable step forward in terms of government recognition of issues related to Roma in the Czech Republic. It therefore provides an important basis for future policy, as the Czech Republic moves in the coming months to prepare its first National Action Plan ("NAP") on social inclusion. The ERRC offers the following comments on Czech Republic’s JIM, which we believe will be of use in the preparation of the first Czech NAP:

Ethnic Data

The ERRC welcomes the explicit inclusion of Roma among "the main disadvantaged groups in the labour market". By including Roma specifically and at numerous points in the Czech Republic's JIM, the Czech government has indicated that it may be ahead, in policy terms, of many current Member States of the European Union, which have not yet managed to do so for the purposes of their National Action Plans on social inclusion. 

At numerous points in the Czech JIM, the government notes that it lacks data on the situation of Roma (and in one section that it lacks data on Romani women) in the sectoral fields of relevance for the Lisbon Process. At no point does the government state, however, how or when it intends to remedy this lack of data. The lack of data on the situation of Roma in various sectoral fields is particularly noteworthy in light of the very detailed data the government has provided with respect to the population at large in the Statistical Annex to the JIM.

Czech authorities have in recent years gathered very detailed information about Roma in some fields, but have tended not to make such data public.
 The lack of clear and accurate data on the situation of Roma in the sectoral fields addressed under the Lisbon Process significantly weakens the Czech JIM. If the National Action Plan is to include serious and effective policy proposals, the current dearth of disaggregated data on the situation of Roma in various sectoral fields will need to be swiftly redressed.

Employment and Social Protection

The Czech JIM states, at Point 4.1.6: 

From quite a large group of people hard to place on the labour market, a group gradually emerged consisting of persons with extreme difficulties in finding a job, whose opportunities in the labour market are steadily decreasing. This group consists of persons lacking qualifications and suffering from long-term unemployment, especially those from socio-culturally disadvantaged environments, those who have completed jail sentences, drug addicts, etc. Members of Roma communities represent a significant proportion of this group.

ERRC research in the Czech Republic gives rise to concerns that Roma face significant discriminatory burdens on the job market. This fact notwithstanding, the Czech JIM lacks explicit acknowledgement of discrimination of Roma in the field of employment. Indeed, where explanation of reasons for high rates of unemployment are provided, these tend toward focussing on Roma themselves, to the exclusion of social forces such as very high rates of anti-Romani sentiment in the Czech Republic.
 For example, the paragraph above continues:  

The key characteristics of this group are a) long-term unemployment or the risk of long-term unemployment, b) low or no professional qualifications, usually connected with physical disabilities, c) low social status often resulting from a socio-culturally disadvantaged environment. To assist these unemployed persons, the Commission of the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs for Solving Issues Related to Citizens with Difficulties in the Labour Market with Special Regard to the Roma Community was set up in 2001.

Levels of recognition that Roma are threatened by racial discrimination in the Czech Republic are extremely inadequate in the Czech JIM. Despite extensive passages on Roma in the Czech JIM, at only one point is the possibility of discrimination against Roma even hinted at. The passage at issue is as follows: 

Romas are protected against discrimination in the labour market by the Labour code. Discrimination against them in trade and services is dealt with by the act on consumer protection. At present, a bill is before the Government concerning equal treatment and protection against discrimination, which also covers the remaining discrimination areas not covered by other acts.

The ERRC notes, with respect to the above, the following:

(i) As the Commission is aware, to date, the Czech Government has not yet adopted comprehensive discrimination law as specified by Directive 2000/43/EC;

(ii) The Czech government has presented no data in a form comprehensible to the wider public in the Czech JIM (or elsewhere) on the number of persons who have managed to avail themselves of the protections of the two legal provisions mentioned above, nor has the Czech government provided any data or other information as to whether these legal measures have been sufficient to combat racial discrimination in employment and in trade and services, and/or to provide effective protection to all victims of racial discrimination in these sectoral fields in the Czech Republic;  

(iii) In August 2003, in an interview with the Czech daily Právo on the occasion of his appointment to head the Czech Constitutional Court, Mr Pavel Rychetsky expressed explicit concern about the functioning of the Czech judiciary with respect to allegations of racially motivated crime. 

The blanket assertion that Roma "are protected against discrimination in the labour market by the labour code" does not therefore begin to take seriously the threat posed by racial discrimination to Roma in the Czech Republic, and the need for proactive measures to ensure access to justice for persons who may have suffered discriminatory harms.

The failure of the Czech JIM to address in any serious manner issues of racial discrimination against Roma in any sectoral field -- or indeed even to acknowledge that racial discrimination is a threat in the Czech Republic -- contrasts sharply with the Czech JIM's treatment of the issue of discrimination against other groups. For example, the Czech JIM states: "Specific attention is paid to women with disabilities, who frequently face multiple discrimination on the grounds of disability, age, sex and economic situation." 

Education

Under Point 2.4., the Czech JIM states:

The unsatisfactory situation in educating children of the Roma community members, who represent the majority of pupils from socio-culturally disadvantaging backgrounds, remains the permanent target of criticism from the inspection bodies of international human rights agreements, regular European Commission Reports as well as local and international non-governmental organisations monitoring the human rights compliance. They criticise especially the fact that a large proportion of them attend special schools, which de facto - although no longer de iure - limits their chances to achieve higher education levels and limits the possibility to achieve social integration. In vocational training these pupils are primarily directed towards obtaining qualification for manual professions. The percentage of Roma pupils attending special schools cannot be determined precisely and the existing qualified estimates cannot be generalised for the whole of the country. The main limitation disadvantaging Roma pupils in the education process in relation to the majority population is often the low social level of the Roma community, which undervalues the importance of education.

Under Point 4.2.2. Education, the Czech JIM further states:

In removing disadvantages in the education of children from a socio-culturally disadvantaging environment, i.e. mainly the Roma children, pre-school education in nursery schools is important. The reasons for this are usually a language handicap when entering the primary school, different dynamics of personality development, different hierarchy of values and other specificities. Preparatory classes in nursery schools, primary and special schools are an important balancing measure. In special schools, usually attended by a majority of Roma pupils, an Alternative Educational Programme is applied. At the same time, conditions for transferring them into regular schools have been set up. However, also children from special schools can continue in their studies at a secondary level of education. A successful balancing measure has been the introduction of tutors – assistants to teachers into schools and other educational facilities. The assistants are usually recruited from the Roma community and they help to prevent adaptation and communication difficulties and other educational problems experienced by Roma pupils. Also several projects enabling Roma students to attend secondary-school educational programmes usually specialised in social work and consultancy in the Roma community have been implemented. There is currently no support system developed that would help Roma students to prepare for university education.

The ERRC welcomes recognition in the Czech JIM that the situation of Romani children is a problem of the Czech education system.  However, ERRC research into the situation of Roma in Czech schools, undertaken intensively during the period 1997-1999 and then again in 2002-2003, does not bear out contentions expressed in the Czech Republic's JIM as listed above. 

ERRC research conducted on the situation of Roma in the Czech school system in the school year 1998-1999 documented extreme levels of racial segregation in Czech schools.
 Intensive research was carried out in the Czech city of Ostrava. This revealed that, during the 1998-1999 school year:

· More than half of the student body of so-called "remedial special schools" for the mentally disabled were Romani;

· More than half of the population of Romani children of the age of mandatory school attendance in Ostrava were being schooled in remedial special schools;

· Any given Romani child was more than 27 times more likely than a non-Romani child to be schooled in a remedial special school.

In contrast to the contentions of the Czech Republic's JIM that "existing qualified estimates cannot be generalised for the whole country", the Czech government at the time estimated that approximately 75% of Romani children were being schooled in remedial special schools. ERRC research in Ostrava also found that where Romani children attended normal primary schools, they were overwhelmingly concentrated in a handful of schools widely regarded locally as inferior "ghetto" schools. 

On the basis of the above, as well as on the basis of extensive research into the procedures through which Romani children were being placed in remedial special schools, the ERRC concluded that the entire process was infected with arbitrary race factors. It was particularly noteworthy that although Czech officials repeatedly made reference to the existence of neutral placement procedures involving pedagogues and psychologists, ERRC research revealed that dramatically higher numbers of Romani children were being recommended for review for placement in remedial special schools. The ERRC found no grounds to support the contentions made in the Czech JIM either that "the Roma community" bears primary responsibility for the extreme levels of racial segregation in the Czech school system, or that this should be attributed to a purported "low social level" of Roma. Nor did the ERRC find any indication that, as asserted by the Czech JIM, Czech Roma "undervalue" education.

Finally, on the basis of follow-up research undertaken during the 2002-2003 school year, the ERRC can unfortunately not confirm, as asserted elsewhere in the Czech JIM, that "the overall number of Roma children attending special schools is on a decline." Indeed, despite changes to the Czech legal system allowing remedial special school graduates to continue on to secondary education, and despite the introduction of Romani teaching assistants (a very high number of whom assist at remedial special schools), the failure of the Czech government to adopt a thorough-going policy aimed at the desegregation of the school system has meant that despite the elapse of five years since the problem was first brought comprehensively before the Czech government, to date there has been virtually no change in the situation of Romani children in the Czech school system.          

In dramatic contrast to other areas of policy on Roma, as well as in dramatic contrast to the approaches of other governments in the region, the Czech government has for the most part denied that race factors may have infected the Czech system. As such, policies developed to date have been ineffective to remedy systemic issues plaguing Czech schools. As the Czech government moves to develop its first NAP, if policies developed are to be successful, adequate assessment of the issues facing Czech schools must first be accurately described. 

Health Care

In its discussion of "key challenges" in the field of health care under Point 3, the Czech JIM makes the following reference to Roma:

to create integrated community care, i.e. to interconnect health and social care, particularly taking account of specific target groups such as persons with disabilities, elderly living alone, Roma, alcoholics and drug addicts.

The inclusion of Roma among specific target groups of relevance for Czech social inclusion policy in the field of health care is to be welcomed. The ERRC is concerned, however, that "integrated community care" may not fully address all aspects of the exclusion from health care that Roma experience in practice. In addition, it is unclear why the Czech JIM presents no data on either the health status of Roma in the Czech Republic, or on the situation of Roma in the Czech health care system.

According to ERRC field research, Roma in a number of instances have been refused specific treatment, or have been denied inclusion in the medical register of general practitioners. It was reported to the ERRC during field missions to the Northern Moravian region of the Czech Republic in January 2003 and June 2003 that dentists often refuse to treat Roma, on the basis of a purported lack of personal hygiene on the part of Roma. The ERRC found that, due to the racial discrimination Roma frequently experience in access to health care services, Romani individuals often seek medical assistance only at very late stages of disease, and in many instances the only effective contact between Roma and the health care community is in the context of emergency health care provision. 

In addition, there are serious and plausible allegations that Romani women have been sterilized in the Czech Republic without full and informed consent.
 In January, June and July 2003, the ERRC undertook preliminary field research in the Czech Republic to investigate reports that coercive sterilisations continue to be performed on Romani women. On the basis of this preliminary research, we believe there is cause for concern.

The ERRC undertook intensive preliminary field research in the greater Ostrava area -- the cities of Ostrava, Frýdek Místek and Český Těšín -- for a period of 12 days in January 2003. During preliminary field research, we interviewed in detail thirty-six Romani women and documented twenty-seven cases of sterilisation, out of which, twenty-four cases seem to be cases of sterilisation conducted absent proper, full and informed consent.  Most of the women interviewed were sterilised in the 1990s. In particular:

· The ERRC documented five cases in which, on the basis of testimony by the Romani woman concerned, it appears that individuals were sterilised without any consent having been provided, oral or written, prior to the operation. Sterilisation generally had taken place either after a second birth through Caesarian section, or after the birth of a fourth child (in both cases immediately following birth). The Romani women concerned stated that they had signed consent forms because these had been presented to them post-birth as something they “must do, because the operation has already been performed.” Sterilisation after second Caesarian section has reportedly been justified with the medically dubious explanation that "a next pregnancy would be fatal" to the mother. 

· The ERRC documented two cases in which consent appears to have been provided on a mistaken understanding of terminology used, indicating a failure by medical professionals to explain fully the consequences and possible side effects of contraceptive sterilisation.  It was noted by ERRC researchers that one term for "sterilisation" in frequent use by Czech medical professionals -- "sterilizace" -- is not in frequent use by Romani women and is often not understood by them. The Czech word in common use by Romani women for sterilisation in Czech is "podvaz", which is not in common use by medical staff.  In some cases, Romani women have understood "sterilizace" to mean "cleaning", and provided formal consent to an operation whose implications they have not understood because medical professionals have failed to provide them with adequate, readily comprehensible information.

· The ERRC documented five cases in which, it appears, consent for contraceptive sterilisation was sought during delivery or very shortly before delivery, during advanced stages of labor. In such cases, doctors reportedly sought written agreement while women were in various states of pain or while under anaesthesia, by stating that "they have to conduct small operation", or by stating that sterilisation was necessary, because another pregnancy would be fatal for mother and/or child.  Romani women whose case falls within this type reported that in that very moment they felt grateful for doctor’s decision, and only later felt ambivalent, tricked and/or ashamed of what had happened.

· The ERRC documented cases in which sterilisation had been at least partially motivated by offers of monetary compensation provided by hospital or social welfare authorities. During the 1980s, a monetary incentive existed for contraceptive sterilisation -- the State offered payment to Romani and other women seeking sterilisation. Current research indicates that this practice is not currently widespread, but that payment for sterilisation may have been offered by social benefits office as late as 1994, or even that compensation may still be being promised today.  In all cases reviewed by the ERRC, after sterilisation was actually performed, no one with whom the ERRC spoke stated that they had actually received any compensation. In some cases, Romani women stated that they had been offered payment, but that post-operation, they were told either that they could not claim the payment because their standard of living was above a certain minimum, or that they had misunderstood, and there was no opportunity for financial compensation for sterilisation. 

· Sterilisation of young women: Czech legal provisions on conditions under which contraceptive sterilization may be performed relax to a certain extent above an age border of thirty-five years. Medical practitioners with whom the ERRC spoke told the ERRC that contraceptive sterilisation is a procedure to be contemplated for women under the age of thirty only in absolutely exceptional circumstances. As an extreme form of contraception and one with certain potential side effects, according to medical practitioners, other methods of contraception are preferable. ERRC preliminary investigation documented four cases in which Romani women under the age of thirty had been sterilised. 

· Sterilisation following threats to withhold social benefits: Romani women reported that they were put under pressure by social workers to undergo contraceptive sterilisation. In at least one case, a Romani woman reported that she had been told by social workers that if she did not undergo a contraceptive sterilisation operation, her social welfare payments would be withheld. 
In light of the foregoing concerns, which have been brought to the attention of Czech authorities, it is worrying that in the section on Health Care at Point 4.2.3, the Czech JIM limits its comments on "what needs to be done" to the following:

· to interconnect health and social care mainly at community level by creating so called integrated community care,

· to complete and introduce standards, which will ensure guaranteed minimum care from a qualitative and quantitative point of view,

· to support medical rehabilitation within the system of comprehensive rehabilitation for people with disabilities (see 4.4),

· to establish a framework for issues related to short-term rehabilitation centres for disorderly alcoholics and drug addicts and for detoxification consulting rooms including their financing, 
· to ensure long-term financial viability of the health care system and, at the same time taking measures to ensure full access to members of disadvantaged groups.
As the Czech Republic begins, in early 2004, to elaborate its NAP, serious attention needs to be paid to: 

· The provision of clear and accurate data and other information on all aspects of the health situation of Roma in the Czech Republic;

· Issues related to the ability of Roma to have access to health care on an equal footing with others in the Czech Republic;

· The ability of Roma to seek and receive redress when denied health care on arbitrary grounds, as well as when their health rights are violated.

The government should also ensure, as a matter of urgency, that (i) in matters related to all invasive medical procedures -- including sterilisation -- that law and practice is strictly in compliance with international standards on informed consent and (ii) that without delay, justice and due compensation is provided to all victims of coercive sterilisations. 

Housing

The ERRC welcomes the explicit mention of Roma in the context of housing in the section on Key Challenges in Point 3.  Under the sub-title "To secure housing for all", the JIM states that "key challenges" include:

· to support more strongly such vulnerable groups, which have found themselves outside the scope of the housing policy support instruments, such as persons with disabilities and impaired self-sufficiency, young people leaving institutions or persons who lost housing due to unfavorable life situation, and members of national minorities and especially Romas.

The ERRC welcomes the government’s plan to set up a programme of "targeted investment subsidies towards construction or reconstruction of housing" (p. 33).  

For reasons unclear, however, here too the Czech government has significantly downplayed the role of race factors. Elsewhere, the Czech government has expressed serious concern that housing procedures in a number of areas of the Czech Republic may be infected with racial considerations. For example, in its May 2003 report to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Czech government reported:

Although the Czech Republic has been systematically striving to prevent all forms of racial segregation, some municipalities have adopted, within their separate competencies, certain measures whose consequences show some symptoms of segregation.  In their attempt to resolve the housing situation of persons who are facing social problems and do not pay the rent and services provided in connection with apartment lease, the municipalities provide to such persons alternative housing, frequently of poorer quality, called “bare flats” or hostels.  A number of those facilities are in poor technical condition, lacking sufficient infrastructure and separated from other populated areas.  Such facilities house segregated groups of the population suffering from accumulated social problems, who are thus excluded from the society.  An alarming fact is the high proportion of Roma inhabitants of those facilities, which, in a number of cases, exceeds 80 per cent.
 

The Czech government's report to the CERD elsewhere goes on to state:

As noted above, the housing problems of the Roma have been escalating.  The State has only limited means to address such a situation, because this problem falls within the competence of self-government authorities.  Due to unpaid rent and charges for services provided in connection with the lease, the Roma are more and more frequently evicted from their apartments and allocated alternative housing.  Many of those alternative housing facilities are in poor technical condition, lack adequate infrastructure, and are isolated from other populated areas.
 This leads to residential segregation of a group of population with cumulative social problems.  However, eviction due to failure to fulfil the obligations connected with rental housing could often be prevented by the improvement of social work with those families.

Indirect discrimination may occur in the allocation of municipal flats.  Municipalities and cities, being the owners, may determine their own conditions.  Thus, a formally neutral system of allocation of municipal flats or frequently groundless requirements imposed upon applicants for municipal flats may have an inadequate impact mainly on the Roma minority.  Such conditions include the submission of excerpts from the criminal register, which is, moreover, in conflict with Act No. 101/2000 Coll. on Personal Data Protection, which considers personal information about criminal activities as sensitive information.  Another disputable condition for filing an application for lease of a municipal apartment is the permanent residence in the municipality; moreover, some municipalities request that the applicants are registered as residents in the municipality for a certain period of time.
 This condition affects all applicants for lease of apartments owned by such municipalities, but much more frequently the Roma, many of whom are registered for residence in municipalities in the Czech Republic other than those in which  they actually live (and potentially apply for lease of an apartment).  The role of municipalities is defined by Act No. 128/2000 Coll. on Municipalities; municipalities which exceed, by their criteria, the limits stipulated by this Act, actually discriminate against certain groups of population.

According to the Czech government's Council on Roma Community Affairs, municipalities including Ostrava, Brno, Mladá Boleslav, Ústí nad Labem, České Budějovice and Slaný have recently reinforced or introduced measures which in effect segregate, or measures which have otherwise deteriorated the housing situation of Roma.  In one case, the local government of Slaný reportedly introduced a program of so-called "zero tolerance", aiming at expelling inhabitants of municipal flats who have large rent arrears. In one case, a Romani family reportedly ended up sleeping on the pavement, for which the municipality office charged them a fee.

The Czech JIM does not address issues of segregation and discriminatory practices by local authorities vis-à-vis Roma. The Czech Government’s Report on the Situation of National Minorities in the Czech Republic in 2002 states that "since 1993 the problem of employment and housing of the Roma in the Czech Republic has not been solved. Young Roma families have no chance to buy a house or a flat."

There is a pressing need to address rigorously the complex of issues burdening the provision of adequate housing for Roma, as well as to ensure non-discrimination in the provision of housing. The National Action Plan process, if conducted in a sufficiently engaged and public fashion, provides the procedural framework required for such an undertaking.

Describing Roma for the Purposes of Social Inclusion Policy 

Worryingly, very high levels of anti-Romani sentiment in the Czech Republic are mirrored in statements made about Roma in the Czech JIM. Some of these, such as the contention by the authors of the Czech JIM that Roma "undervalue" education are cited above. Further examples of worrying language about Roma in the Czech JIM follow:

"According to the last census (1 March 2001), 94% of persons living in the Czech Republic claimed either Czech, Moravian or Silesian national affiliations. Slovaks are the biggest minority (about 2%), followed by Poles, Germans and Roma. The Roma national affiliation was claimed by mere 12 000 people (0.1%). The estimated number of Roma is 160 to 200 000.
 At present, lower birth rates can be observed also in Roma communities. The reason might be the housing situation. Certain Romas emigrate to Western countries and, after a certain time, they tend to return on a voluntary basis. Romas from Slovakia come to the Czech Republic, mostly for economic reasons. Most of the Roma live in cities (as opposed to other countries), a number of them under complex social conditions marked by unemployment, social benefit dependency and social frustration. As opposed to other national affiliations, the cohabitation of the Roma population with the majority community is fraught with serious problems."
It is unclear what point, precisely, the Czech government is attempting to make by noting that some Roma emigrate (and also return), since this phenomenon is in no way confined to the Romani community in the Czech Republic. It is, however, true that Czech officials have been pre-occupied with a phenomenon called "Roma migration". This obsessive attention to one ethnic group in the context of the general phenomenon of migration appears also to trouble the authors of the Czech JIM. No social inclusion measures related to (Romani or non-Romani) returning emigrants are proposed at any point in the Czech JIM.

The Czech government's important efforts to address very high levels of racially motivated violent crime against Roma by individuals including an alarming number of neo-Nazi skinheads notwithstanding,
 the authors of the Czech JIM maintain an approach whereby "cohabitation of the Roma population with the majority community" is "fraught with serious problems". The important steps taken in recent years by some parts of the Czech government to recognize that a significant proportion of the Czech Romani community has endured significant harrassment by ethnic Czechs in recent years should be generalized to all levels of the Czech administration, including those addressing issues of social inclusion. 
It is unclear what is meant by the term "social frustration", used in the foregoing as a purported characteristic of Roma. It is not defined in the Czech JIM and does not feature in the documents related to the Lisbon Process. Nor is it clear what the government means when it calls attention to "socially pathological phenomena", other than it seems to be a range of issues associated, in the imaginations of the authors of the Czech JIM, with Roma:

Socially pathological phenomena are most pronounced in large conurbations, areas with high density of population and with concentration of potential criminal behaviour, in areas with declining industries, in concentrated Roma communities and in the environment of socially disintegrated population groups. Street and violent crimes represent the biggest danger for citizens along with anti-social behaviour, which deeply effects individual’s integrity and has a negative impact on his/her wider social environment. This includes e.g. domestic violence, drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, vice crimes etc.

In short, the authors of the Czech JIM appear to share a number of the prejudices about Roma afoot in the population at large. This fact bodes badly for the potential for successful implementation of policies aiming at the social inclusion of Roma in the Czech Republic. It is no surprise, then, that under a heading of "what needs to be done" under specific measures targeting socially excluded Roma, the Czech government proposed only two, extremely vague measures:

· to continue with integration of Roma people into the society starting from the municipal level

· to eliminate internal barriers in the Roma community, i.e. primarily elimination of the handicap in the area of education and qualification.

The Czech NAP must bring more serious policy proposals if any progress is to made concerning the very worrying state of Roma in the Czech Republic as regards the realization of basic social and economic rights.

The Czech JIM joins a decade and a half of post-Communist policy documents generated by Czech authorities which deny race as a factor in social life in the Czech Republic, despite extensive and compelling-up-to-alarming reports to the contrary. Effective social inclusion policies must take the threat of racial discrimination in the Czech Republic seriously, and include thorough-going measures aimed at combating this extremely damaging phenomenon. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of the issues raised herein. We welcome any further discussion of matters related to social inclusion and the realisation of economic and social rights in the Czech Republic.







Sincerely,







Dimitrina Petrova







Executive Director

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� See European Roma Rights Center, A Special Remedy: Roma and Schools for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech Republic, Budapest, 1999, pp. 8-9.





� According to one recent survey, 79% of Czechs would not want Roma as neighbours (see Respekt, č. 1, Ročník XV, 29.12.2003-4.1.2004). 





� See European Roma Rights Center, A Special Remedy: Roma and Schools for the Mentally Handicapped in the Czech Republic, Budapest, 1999.





� From the 1970s until 1990, the Czechoslovak government sterilised Romani women programmatically, as part of policies aimed at reducing the "high, unhealthy" birth rate of Romani women. The policy was condemned by the Czechoslovak dissident initiative Charter 77, and documented in the late 1980s by dissidents Zbyněk Andrš and Ruben Pellar. Human Rights Watch addressed the issue in a comprehensive 1993 report on the situation of Roma in Czechoslovakia, concluding that the practice had ended in mid-1990. Criminal complaints filed with Czech and Slovak prosecutors on behalf of groups of sterilised Romani women in each republic were dismissed in 1992 and 1993.


� See Reports submitted by States Parties under Article 9 of the Convention, Fifth periodic report of States parties due in 2002, Addendum, Czech Republic, � FILLIN "Symbol" \* MERGEFORMAT �CERD/C/419/Add.1�, � FILLIN "Date" \* MERGEFORMAT �23 May 2003�, pt 38.





� The extremely poor housing and service standard is strikingly inadequate compared with the amounts which tenants have to pay and which are approximately CZK 1,500 to 3,000 per month for one room. (Note: footnote text included in the Czech Government’s report to CERD)





� E.g., five years in Chomutov and Teplice, three in Prague, and five in Pardubice. (Note: footnote text included in the Czech Government’s report to CERD).





� Ibid., pts. 101 and 102.





� Information provided by an employee of the Council for Roma Community Affairs, July 2003.





� Report on the Situation of National Minorities in the Czech Republic in 2002, p. 81, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://wtd.vlada.cz/vrk/vrk.htm" ��http://wtd.vlada.cz/vrk/vrk.htm� 





� This number is derived from statistical information collected between 1972 and 1989. The numbers of the Romas were measured by three statistical series (social, health and education). Accordingly, it is possible to observe not only numbers, but also age structure, regional distribution, migration and population growth and these data show long-term trends. Thus a qualified estimate is possible of probable further developments (see report of the MOLSA research institute ZVZ 57 - “An analysis of the economic situation of the Roma population in the Czech Republic”). Roma organisations report even greater numbers (250 to 500 thousands), mostly to accentuate their position.


� Zpráva o postupu státních orgánů při postihu trestných činů motivovaných rasismem a xenofobií nebo páchaných příznivci extremistických skupin a o aktivitách extremistických uskupení na území České republiky, 1998, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mvcr.cz/" ��http://www.mvcr.cz/�; See also Zpráva o problematice extremismu �na území České republiky v roce 2002, available at: http://www.mvcr.cz/.
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