
[image: image1.wmf] 


EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS CENTRE
1386 Budapest 62, P.O. Box 906/93, Hungary



Phone: (36-1) 413-2200; Fax: (36-1) 413-2201

E-mail: office@errc.org
http://errc.org 



Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey

Basbakanlik 

Necati Bey Cad. No: 108 

06100 Bakanliklar / Ankara

Fax: +90 312 425 39 18; 312 471 04 76


Cc: Mr Kadir Topbaş 

Mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality

Istanbul Buyuksehir Belediye Baskanligi

Sarachane / Istanbul

Fax: +90 212 455 27 00

Cc: Mr Fazlı Kılıç

Mayor of Kağithane Municipality

Sadabat Hizmet Binasi Merkez mah. silahtarağa cad. 

Kağithane/Istanbul 

Fax: +90 212 294 20 53

 








December 1, 2006










Budapest

Honourable Prime Minister Erdoğan,

Following our letter to you dated September 21, 2006, the European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) addresses you again with an urgent request to intervene to remedy the disastrous situation of numerous Roma families in Istanbul and elsewhere in Turkey who have been subjected to forced evictions and other serious violations of fundamental human rights in the recent months. 

Most recently, in a case reported to the ERRC by the Istanbul-based non-governmental organization Accessible Life Foundation, on November 27, 2006, Zeynep Açbükena, a five-month old baby, died in the Yahya Kemal neighbourhood, Kağıthane district of Istanbul, reportedly as a result of exposure to extremely substandard conditions after the demolition of her family’s house by municipal authorities in May 2006. According to the testimony of Ms Sultan Eser, the baby’s mother, on November 26, the baby fell ill and had difficulties breathing. She was taken to hospital, where a doctor prescribed medicines. She was given the medicines the same day. On the following morning, however, the mother found the baby dead. 

According to the testimony of Sultan Eser, the house of her family was destroyed by municipal authorities in May 2006. After the destruction of their house, the family has lived in a tent built with leftover material from the destroyed house. According to Sultan Eser, they had no running water and heating as of November 27. The family was not provided with an affordable alternative accommodation following the destruction of their house. A compensation provided by the municipality was reportedly enough to cover renting a house for a very short period.

Demolition of houses of Roma in Kağıthane district of Istanbul have been going on for at least one year, according to Roma from the neighbourhood with whom the ERRC spoke. In September 2006, the ERRC and partner organisations visited the Yahya Kemal neighbourhood and learned that the neighbourhood had some 33 houses, home to about 75 families. The Roma had lived there for the past 50-60 years. Since 2005 Kağıthane Municipality and Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality carried out several targeted actions to demolish the houses of the Roma, reportedly in order to transform the area into a green area. In some instances, demolition of houses was reportedly accompanied by violent actions of special police forces which used pepper gas to disperse the Roma inhabitants. After the demolitions, many Roma continued to live in the neighbourhood, in shacks and tents, for lack of any other housing provisions. 

In most of the cases of demolitions of Romani houses documented by the ERRC and partner organisations, the families affected were not provided with affordable alternative accommodation, as is required by international law. Compensation is reportedly provided on the basis of house ownership, while numerous Romani families used to rent the houses which were demolished and could not afford to rent housing in other places. These families have no access to social housing or any other social services to provide for basic shelter and/or other housing. There is no evidence that authorities at central and/or local level have undertaken steps by all appropriate means to secure the right to adequate housing for these families as required by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and related binding international laws to which the Turkish state is a party. As a State Party to the Covenant, Turkey is under a minimum core obligation to ensure the satisfaction of, at the very least, minimum essential levels of each of the rights set out in this instrument. 

Honourable Prime Minister,

We request your intervention to secure adequate shelter for the homeless families during the winter months and to implement social programs to find a durable solution to socially vulnerable Romani families whose housing has been destroyed in recent months. We further urge you to undertake any and all powers available to your office to ensure that the arbitrary destruction of Romani housing in Turkey is stopped without delay. We kindly request to be apprised of any actions undertaken in this regard.

Sincerely,

Claude Cahn

Programmes Director

European Roma Rights Centre
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