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EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS CENTRE
1386 Budapest 62, P.O. Box 906/93, Hungary



Phone: (36-1) 413-2200; Fax: (36-1) 413-2201

E-mail: office@errc.org
http://errc.org 



19 March 2007 

To: Mr Konstantin Ernst

General Director, First Channel

Akademika Koroleva, 12, Moscow, 127427, Russia

Fax: +7 495 6151139

Cc: Mr Alexander Romanenkov

Deputy Director on supervision and control of the media 

Federal Administration of Rosohrancultura

Malaya Nikitskaya str 12, Moscow, 123995, Russia

Fax: + 7 495 2905207


Dear Mr Ernst,


The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation, which monitors Roma rights and provides legal defence in cases of human rights abuse of Roma. The ERRC is concerned with the direct linkage of Roma with crime on the First Channel television programme “Man and the law”, broadcast on 8 February 2007 (anchorman – Alexei Pimanov). 


At the very beginning of the programme’s segment on persons of Romani ethnicity, the anchorman stated: “So, the Roma. I adore their songs; boundlessly respect Slichenko, but today we shall talk about the other Roma, whom you meet on the train stations, in trains, in subway. You have to know only this – they are the members of organised criminal groups. Yes, yes, exactly. There are no others there. They will pull off the head!”


It should be noted that, according to unofficial statistics, the number of Roma living in Russia is more then 1 million.
 Therefore, the millions of TV spectators who, each Thursday, watch the popular programme “Man and the law” inevitably gain the impression that all Roma who happen to be in such public places are “the members of organised criminal groups”. 


Mr Pimanov then asserted that despite the existence of different groups of Roma, all of them are entirely criminals: “Romani women, whom Rustem Davidov (the journalist of a broadcast) interviewed conducting a special operation, are called kalderary on a criminal slang. There are also lovari – resident thieves, servi – pickpockets, ungri, vlakhy, plaschuny, and cherni. Davidov was lucky that there were no plaschuny near kalderary. Those could kill, not merely rob”. Indeed, Roma in Russia are divided into various groups, but it is unacceptable to refer to them solely as burglars and/or killers. 


At the conclusion of the programme, the anchorman openly urged the programme’s viewers “to stay away from Roma on the street”. While giving the credit to principled stand put forward in other broadcasts of this programme, we nevertheless notice that in particular concrete programmes, Mr Pimanov and his desire to focus the attention of viewers on the most painful problems in Russian society obviously likens criminality with ethnic minorities, namely, Roma.

Dear Mr Ernst, the ERRC is concerned that such programmes as the First Channel broadcast of 8 February 2007 incite racial hatred and contribute to the development of hostile attitudes toward Roma. The ERRC notes that the Directorate of the Russian Federal Surveillance Service for Compliance with the Law in Mass Communications and Cultural Heritage Protection (Rosohrancultura) and experts involved in the process of a working meeting dated 21 February 2007 have also expressed concern regarding the rise of ethnic and religious intolerance in the Russian mass media.
 

We also recall that Article 29(2) of the Constitution of the Russian Federation prohibits propaganda instigating national or racial hatred. In addition, Article 4(a) of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, to which the Russian Federation is a party, binds states to “declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of ideas based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or group of persons of another color or ethnic origin, [...].”


We urge you and the staff of First Channel to refrain from producing programmes that incite further hatred and intolerance of Roma. We welcome further discussion of these matters with you.

Sincerely,

Vera Egenberger

Executive Director

� European Roma Rights Centre, 2005. In Search of Happy Gypsies: Persecution of Pariah Minorities in Russia. Budapest, p.23.


� Chronicle of Moscow Bureau for Human Rights (January-February 2007), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://antirasizm.ru/news.php?page=1" ��http://antirasizm.ru/news.php?page=1�








_1169985871.doc
[image: image1.png]






