
 

 

8 March 2013 
 
 
 
Didier Paillard, Mayor of Saint Denis 
Jacques Salvator, Mayor of Aubervilliers 
Christian Lambert, Prefect of Seine-Saint-Denis 
Marie-Josiane Bartoli, Administrative director of internal security services, Préfecture of Seine-Saint-Denis 
Police chief of Saint Denis 
Police chief of Aubervilliers 
 

Forced eviction of Roma, Saint-Denis 

The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC)1 and Médecins du Monde2 are writing to express concern 
about the eviction of Romani families in Saint-Denis, who were already in an emergency housing situation 
following a fire which destroyed their previous settlement.  

The ERRC has been providing legal support to a group of 300 Romani individuals for several months. On 
Friday 22 February, there was a fire in their settlement on Rue Waldeck Rochet in Aubervilliers. The 
circumstances of the fire are unclear. The Romani settlement was destroyed, and all the Romani families 
lost their homes and property. The prefecture and Red Cross organised emergency accommodation for 
the affected Roma in a school. Around 50 people, including approximately 15 children, took up this 
temporary accommodation, which was available for just four nights. The Romani people could not stay 
any longer, and were forced to go back onto the street, despite the extreme winter weather conditions.  
 
On Tuesday 26 February, some of the Romani individuals started to build new shacks on vacant land 
between Saint Denis and Aubervilliers, by the Chemin du Cornillon.3 On 28 February, the local police 
started to evict the families, even though they had been present on the land for more than 48 hours, and 
despite intervention from the families’ lawyer to the police chief of Saint Denis. An eviction of a squat or 
settlement can only take place with a court order once inhabitants have been there for more than 48 
hours4, and Médecins du Monde provided testimony that this was the case. According to eye witnesses, 
during the eviction police dragged a Romani women along the floor while she was holding on to her tent 
and pushed children away, acting with disproportionate force.5 According to a testimony collected by 
Médecins du Monde, the same 50 people settled in Noisy Le Sec approximately 10 km away from Saint 
Denis, on 1 March but were evicted again on 3 March. One Romani person reported that a policeman 
used a truncheon to hit a woman and child during the eviction.6 
 

                                                        
1 The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation working to combat anti-
Romani racism and human rights abuse of Roma. See www.errc.org.  
2 Médecins du Monde is a humanitarian association for international solidarity which treats the most vulnerable populations, 
denounces violations of human rights and fights to improve the situation of these people. See www.medecinsdumonde.org. 
3 ERRC Interview with Médecins du Monde employee, 26 February 2013. 
4 France, Code of criminal procedure, Article 53. 
5 ERRC interview with Médecins du Monde employee, 28 February 2013. 
6  Médecins du Monde interview with an individual from this settlement, 5 March 2013. 

http://www.errc.org/
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/


 

French authorities should abide by the circular/bylaw of 26 August 20127, with its provisions concerning 
the coordination of actors involved with communities and making a diagnosis/social assessment before 
any eviction. This would allow authorities to identify adequate and sustainable solutions. Without such 
measures, evictions only reinforce the precarious situation of these people, and solve nothing. 
 
The situation raises serious concerns that French authorities are failing to respect a number of 
obligations under national and international law, including protection from forced eviction, the right to 
adequate housing and freedom from discrimination. 
 
In particular, French authorities are bound by Articles 8 (respect for private and family life and home), and 
14 (freedom from discrimination), and Article 1 of the First Protocol (right to property) of the European 
Convention on Human Rights; Articles 16 (right of the family to appropriate social, legal and economic 
protection), 30 (protection against poverty and social exclusion) and 31 (right to housing) of the Revised 
European Social Charter; Article 11 (right to an adequate standard of living) of the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; and Articles 2 (freedom from discrimination of any kind), 16 
(protection against arbitrary or unlawful interference with individual privacy and family) and 27 (right to a 
standard of living adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development) of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
 
The ERRC and Médecins du Monde are calling on authorities to:  
 

• Provide assistance to the individuals who were evicted and forced to move on, including 
alternative adequate accommodation; 

• Ensure identification, effective, impartial and thorough investigation and prosecution of State 
perpetrators of violence against Roma; 

• End the practice of evictions without ensuring adequate housing to the Romani individuals and 
families;  

• Abide by the circular/bylaw of 26 August 2012, with its provisions concerning the coordination of 
actors involved with communities and making a diagnosis/social assessment before any eviction. 

• Fully investigate the fire of 22 February, and if any criminal motivation is found, identify and 
prosecute any perpetrators; and 

• Develop sustainable, adequate integrated housing solutions and implement employment, 
education and health projects to promote real inclusion of Roma and other migrant communities. 

 
We request to be informed of any further progress,  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Dezideriu Gergely     Sophie Morel 
 
Executive Director   General Coordinator of Saint Denis 
 

 

 

 

                                                         
7 France,  CIRCULAIRE INTERMINISTERIELLE NOR INTK1233053C du 26/08/2012 relative à l’anticipation et à 
l’accompagnement des opérations d’évac uation des campements illicites, 26 August 2012, Available at: 
ttp://circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/08/cir_35737.pd h

 
 



 

TO 

Didier Paillard, Mayor of Saint Denis 
Jacques Salvator, Mayor of Aubervilliers 
Christian Lambert, Prefect of Seine-Saint-Denis 
Marie-Josiane Bartoli, Administrative director of internal security services, Préfecture of Seine-Saint-Denis 
Police chief of Saint Denis 
Police chief of Aubervilliers 
 

CC 

Alain Régnier, Prefect, Interministerial delegate for housing and accommodation (DIHAL)  
D
A
 

ominique Baudis, Défenseur des droits 
line Archimbaud, Senator 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


