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Roma and Equal Access to Education

European Roma Rights Center Statement to the 2002 Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Implementation Meeting, Working Session Tolerance and Non-Discrimination
The European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) is an international public interest law organisation which monitors the situation of Roma in Europe and provides legal defence in cases of human rights abuse. The ERRC welcomes the July 2002 Resolution on Roma Education of the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE, and recommends that the Ministerial Council of the OSCE build on that resolution when it next meets in December 2002. It is the position of the ERRC that the problem of the systematic denial to Roma of the right to education cannot be overcome without the implementation of comprehensive school desegregation programmes. While the ERRC recognises that desegregation is not a universal panacea able to remedy all problems Roma encounter in the school system, it is our contention that without comprehensive school desegregation, real change will be elusive. School desegregation is therefore the framework within which the ERRC approaches the complex of problems faced by Roma in the field of education. Segregated schooling is, however, a problem beyond the reach of small projects and one which can be resolved only via state action and with the sustained and engaged political will of government agencies. At present, real political will for school desegregation in Europe is lacking. Although in a few instances governments in Central and Eastern Europe have recently included the concept of desegregation in official programs, where such programs exist, they remain largely unelaborated and fully unimplemented. International involvement is crucial to ensure the real development and implementation in full of comprehensive school desegregation programs. The ERRC therefore calls upon the OSCE Ministerial Council to decide that in principle the basis for educational policies on Roma is the implementation of comprehensive desegregation programmes. To ensure its effectiveness, a framework on desegregated education should include provisions specifying: 

· Ceasing immediately the practice of placing Romani children in "special schools" or "special classes" for the mentally handicapped; 

· Taking immediate measures to ensure that Romani children currently excluded from schooling are swiftly integrated into the mainstream school system;

· Developing and implementing comprehensive national action plans for the transfer of Romani children presently in "special schools" or "special classes" for the mentally handicapped to mainstream schooling, with accompanying support programs to ease transition;

· Developing and implementing similar comprehensive action plans for the desegregation of the mainstream school system;

· Ensuring that adequate resources are allocated for school desegregation action plans and other programs aimed at the integration of Romani children in the school system;

· Designing pre-school programs for Romani children to learn the primary language of schooling in their country or area, such that they can participate effectively in schooling from the first day of school;

· Sanctioning effectively abuse by schooling authorities, including:

· practices of excluding Romani children from schooling;

· physical abuse, verbal abuse, or other humiliating treatment of Romani children at schools;

· instances in which teachers or school administrators fail to protect Romani children from abuse by their peers, or fail to punish instances of abuse of Romani children by other children;

· Developing and implementing adult education programs to remedy legacies of substandard education and non-schooling;

· Addressing the root problem of anti-Romani racism in Europe by developing and implementing anti-racism curriculums for schools and anti-racism campaigns for the media. At all levels, European officials must speak out to condemn racism, racist acts and patterns and practices of discrimination and segregation;

· Developing curriculum resources for teaching Romani language, culture and history in schools, and making them widely available to all schools; amending school curriculums such that all children learn of the valuable contributions Roma have made to the societies in which they live. 
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