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Mr Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey
Basbakanlik

Necati Bey Cad. No: 108
06100 Bakanliklar / Ankara
Fax: +90 312 42539 18; 312 471 04 76

Re: Decade of Roma Inclusion

Honourable Prime Minister Erdogan:

The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) and the Edirne Roman Dernegi (EDROM) urge the
Republic of Turkey to become a party to the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 (hereafter
“Decade”). The Decade is an initiative of political commitment undertaken by European
governments to improve the social and economic conditions of Romani communities. It is an
international initiative that brings together governments, intergovernmental and nongovernmental
organisations, including Romani civil society. Such dedication from all concerned parties aims to
create synergy in facilitating and accelerating progress towards equal conditions for Roma.

The Decade focuses on the priority areas of education, employment, health and housing. In
addition, the participating governments commit themselves to adopt policies dealing with the
other core issues of poverty, discrimination and gender equality as crosscutting themes.

The 12 countries currently taking part in the Decade are Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia,
Slovakia and Spain. A 13™ country, Slovenia, has observer status. Like Turkey, all of these
countries have significant Roma communities that often live in disadvantaged economic and
social circumstances.

The founding international partner organisations of the Decade of Roma Inclusion are the World
Bank, the Open Society Institute, the United Nations Development Program, the Council of
Europe, Council of Europe Development Bank, the Contact Point for Roma and Sinti Issues of
the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the European Roma Information
Office, the European Roma and Travellers Forum and the European Roma Rights
Centre. In 2008, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
also became partners in the Decade.
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A group of Romani NGOs met in Ankara recently at a workshop where international experts
presented the background of the Decade of Roma Inclusion, its aims and its benefits. At the end
of the workshop, the participating NGOs issued a declaration to urge the Republic of Turkey to
become a party to the Decade of Roma Inclusion. We send this declaration herewith.

We would remind you that the Romani citizens of the Republic of Turkey remain among the most
deprived persons in Turkish society for longstanding societal and historical reasons. It is crucial
for Turkey’s overall social and economic development that their plight is ameliorated. Moreover,
as part of the European Union accession negotiation process, Turkey is obliged to address the
deprivation, discrimination and educational obstacles that its Romani communities are facing.
Joining the Decade of Roma Inclusion would provide a unique opportunity for Turkey to
cooperate with EU member states and candidate countries in tackling the common issues they
face as far as their Romani citizens are concerned.

We urge your government to send representatives to the upcoming International Steering
Committee meeting of the Decade of Roma Inclusion as observers, in order that your government
might become familiar with the organisational structure and eventually join this important
initiative.
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Rob Kushen Erdin¢ Cekic

ERRC Executive Director EDROM President



CC:

Mr Abdullah Giil, President of Republic of Turkey
T.C. Cumhurbagkanligi Genel Sekreterligi

06689 Cankaya, Ankara

Turkey

Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoglu, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanligi

Dr. Sadik Ahmet Cad. No:8 Balgat / Ankara 06100

Turkey

Ms Nimet Cubukgu, Minister of National Education
Milli Egitim Bakanligi

Atatiirk Bulvari

Bakanliklar, Ankara

Turkey

Mr Omer Dinger, Minister of Labour and Social Security
T.C. Calisma ve Sosyal Giivenlik Bakanligi

Inénii Bulvar1 No:42 pk: 06520 Emek, Ankara

Turkey

Mr Ertugrul Giinay, Minister of Culture and Tourism
Atatiirk Bulvar1 No: 29

06050 Opera, Ankara

Turkey

Mr Zafer Uskiil, Chair of Parliamentary Commission for Investigation Human Rights
Tiirkiye Biiytik Millet Meclisi

Insan Haklarini inceleme Komisyonu

Bakanliklar 06543 Ankara

Turkey

Mr Yasar Yakis, Chair of Parliamentary Commission for European Union Harmonization
Tiirkiye Biiylik Millet Meclisi

AB Uyum Komisyonu

06543 Bakanliklar, Ankara

Turkey

Prof. Dr. Hasan T. Fendoglu, President of the Prime Ministry Human Rights Presidency
Yiiksel Caddesi No. 23, Kat 3

Yenisehir 06650 Ankara

Turkey

BARKA, Koco

Minister

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities
Rr. Durresit 83

355 Tirana

Albania



STANISIC, Maksim

Assistant Minister

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Sector for Human Rights

Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees

Trg BIH 1

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

HYUSEINOYV, Baki

Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Policy

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy

2 Triadiza Street

1051 Sofia

Bulgaria

KOSOR, Jadranka

Vice Prime Minister, Minister of the Family, Veterans® Affairs and Intergenerational Solidarity
National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion

Park Stara TreSnjevka 4,

10 000 Zagreb

Croatia

KOCAB, Michael

Minister of the Government of the Czech Republic for Human Rights and National Minorities
National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion

Governmental Office of the Czech Republic

Nabrezi Edvarda Benese 4

118 01 Prague

Czech Republic

HERCZOG, Laszlé

Minister

Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Alkotmany u.3.

1054 Budapest

Hungary

MUSTAFA, Nezdet

Minister without Portfolio

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Skopje

Macedonia

ADEMOVIC, Remzija

Senior Advisor

Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Welfare

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Rimski trg 46

81000 Podgorica

Montenegro



IAPORNICU, Robert Laurentiu

President

National Agency for Roma

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Splaiul Independentei No. 202 A, 8" floor

Bucharest

Romania

DJELIC, Bozidar

Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of the Republic of Serbia
Minister of Science and Technological Development

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion

22-26 Nemanjina Str.

11000 Belgrade

Serbia

CAPLOVIC, Dusan

Deputy Prime Minister for Knowledge-Based Society, European Affairs, Human Rights and
Minorities

National Coordinator of the Decade of Roma Inclusion

Namestie slobody 1

81307 Bratislava

Slovakia

BALUH, Stanko ML.A.

Director

Office for National Minorities
Government of the Republic of Slovenia
Erjavceva 15

1000 Ljubljana

Slovenia

ALONSO LUZURIAGA, Isabel

Chief of Unit for Social Programs

Direction General of Social Policy

Ministry of Education, Social Policy and Sports
Agustin de Bethencourt no. 4

28071 Madrid

Spain



