KniB 3anpoluye: eTHi4YHi YMCTKN nepea MiXkHapoOAHUM NiCeHHUN
KOHKYypcoMm €BpobayeHHs

DxoHaTtaH Ni Ta Bonogumup HaBpoubKuii

MoHag 300 oci6b, b6inbwe 100 cimein Bynn BMMYLIEHI 3a/IMWIKNTK CBOI NomellKaHHA B Kuesi nicns
norpo3s Ha ix agpecy Ha no4yaTky KBiTHA. LLLoMAHO ocTaHHA poguMHa BUixana 3 NoceneHHs, Norposu
6y 1M MOMEHTA/IbHO peani3oBaHi i WicTb O6YAWHKIB O0AHOYACHO 3pYMHOBAHI BOrHEM, MMOBIPHO
yepes nignan Koktennamum MonoTtoBa. [oniuis, HesBa)kalouM Ha BCO NOBHOTY iHGopMmauii Ta
CepNo3HiCTb Norpos, He BMABMAA BaxKaHHS BXMUTU MonepearkyBanbHi 3axoan. HaBnaku, Aeskum
MeLLKaHUAM 33 CnpuAHHA noAiuii 6yno npnabaHo KBUTKWU. BuceneHHs cnisnano 3 nigroToBKow A0
nposeaeHHa y 2017 poui y micti KueBi mixkHapoaHoro niceHHoro KoHKypcy €spobadeHHs, ¢iHan
AKOro 3ana1aHoBaHO Ha 13 TpasHA.

LUei Hanag maB micue He y CxigHi YKpaiHi, BiH BigbyBcsa B LueHTpi micTa KuiB. BignosiganbHi 3a
Hanag He Bynn cenapaTMcTaMu, HaBNakW, BOHM Bynn 3BMYAMHMMKN MeLWKaHUAMK MmicTa Kuis. A Ti,
4yui NomMeLKaHHA Bynun 3pyMHOBaHI, He HaNeXanu Ao byab-AKoi NONITUYHOT CUAKM, HE HaNeXanun oo
TePOPUCTUYHUX YTrpyNyBaHb — BOHM Bynn NPOCTO pomMamu.

PomcbKe noceneHHsA Henoganik Bynunui KaHanbHa y [IHiNpoOBCbKOMY paioHi micta Kuis, icHyBano
LLOHalimeHLwWwe 5 pokie. MicueBe HEPOMCbKE HaceNeHHA CKapKM/IOCb Ha MOTipWEHHS CaHITapHOro
CTaHy B MIKpOpaloHi, a Tomy 3 MNOCeNeHHAM MicueBi aKTUBICTM NpoBenn pag 3ycTpiven,
nepeKoHYHUYN POMIB MOKUMHYTU CBOT BYANUHKN. BuxoguThb, WO aexto obuparoun cnocib 6opotbbu i3
6igHicTIO, BUPIWIMB NOrpO3aMmn BUCENUTU NOAEN HA BYNIULIO, @ iX OYAMHKU 3HULLUTK.

MpeacTtaBHMK YNOBHOBAXeHOro BepxoBHOI paau 3 npaB AOgMHM — naHi AkcaHa dininiwunHa —
NOACHWAA, LLLO YACTO MICLLEBIi MELUKAHLL CKap*KUAMUCb Ha PICT 3N104MHHOCTI BHACNIAOK NPOXKUBAHHA
TYT pomiB. OgHaAK Ha 3anuT NpeacTaBHMKA YNOBHOBAXKEHOro A0 NoAiuii Woao piBHA 3104MHHOCTI
6yn0 OTpMMaHO BiAMOBiAb, WO MiCAA PO3MILLEHHA POMCBLKOro NOCENeHHA B pPaloHi piBeHb
3/104MHHOCTI He 3MiHMBCA. [peAcTaBHUK YNOBHOBAXEHOMO MOSICHIOE, O CKaprM HEPOMCbKOro
Hace/ieHHS B BiNbLOCTI FPYHTYHOTLCA Ha HEraTUBHUX CTEPEOTUNAX Ta HE NiATBEPANKYIOTLCA AaHUMMU
CTAaTUCTUKM 3 BOKY noniu,ii.

€Bponencbknin LeHTp npaB pomis (ELMP) € midKHapoaHOW HeypsAoBOK OpraHisali€lo, fAKa
NPOTUAIE NOPYLIEHHIO NPaB WAAXOM CYA0BOr0O 3aXMCTYy, BUBYAE AaHy CMPaBy Pa3oOM i3 JIOKaJIbHUM
EKCNepToM, a TaKOX 30MpaE AaHi WAAXOM HanpaB/ieHHA 3anuTiB 4o noniyii Ta KniscbKoi micbKoi
paau. Mig 4ac Takoro AocnigreHHa, 6yno 3HangeHo nigospiny iHbopmauio nNpo Te, WO BAaga
0,03B0AMNA, ab0 HaBiTb CNPANA BUCEIEHHIO POMIB 3 MOCeNeHHs y [JHiNpOBCbKOMY palioHi.

3i cnis Mpe3ugerTa ELNP — Abopae MosaHoBMYa — «cumyayis 8 yinomy mae 6azamo creyugiyHux
03HOK M02POMY, ase 30a8yasaAb08AHA 30 WUPMOK epe2os8opie ma KOoHCynbmayili 3 pomamu».
BMBYEHHA poni Bnagu OAa€ 3MOry BU3HAUUTU A0AATKOBUIA TEPMIH «ETHIYHI YMCTKUY, 0cobamnBo
PEeaKLito MiCbKOi paau, 4ui npeacTaBHUKU LWBMAKO MIATPUMANN B  COLJANIbHUX MeperKax
«OUYMLLEHHA» MAPKOBOI 30HU, Ha TEPUTOPIi AKOI 3HAXOAMNOCb POMCbKe nocesieHHA. Hemae 3micty
3ragyBatn 6e3giAanbHIiCTb NoAiuil y npoTuaii norposam, iX akKTUBHY y4acTb Yy AOMNOMO3i pomamu
3a/IMLWNTN NOCENEHHS, WO MaliXe € CiByYacTio, NiACyMOBYe NaH MosaHoBMY.

HanepepoaHi Hanaay, noniuia BiABiayBana poMcbKe NMOCENEHHA Ki/ibKa pasis, ane He oA 3axucTy
noaen Big norpos, a 6inblue AnA BCTaHOB/EHHA OCi6 Ta B3ATTA Big6MTKIB nanbuis. ELMNP Ta iHwWwi



rpPOMaAcCbKi opraHisauii 3aABAAOTb, WO NOAILIA NPOIrHopyBasa NOBiIAOMNEHHA MPO MOrpo3n Bif,
HeBigOMMX 0Cib y MacKax, AKi MOrporKyBain MellKaHLUAM NOCeNeHHs.

Hacnpasgi, Halbinbw AapamaTuyHol BUABMAACL iHPOpMmauis, AKa 3'ABMAACb Yy CoOLiasibHUX
Meperkax 3a AeKifibKa gHiB Ao nignany, Big, AHppia CTpaHHiKOBa, genytaTa MIiCbKOi paau, npo
HAABHICTb NNAHY 3Bi/IbHEHHA NAPKOBOI 30HM BiJ, POMCbLKOro NoceneHHsa 3a A40NOMOroto nofiLii, ane
BCi AeTani NOKU BiH HE MIr PO3KPUTK.

MpeactaBHUK YNOBHOBaXKeHOro BepxoBHOI paan YKpaiHM 3 Npas AOAMHUM BUMArA€E HaNeXHOro
pPO3CNifyBaHHA, @ pAL, YKPATHCbKMX NPABO3aXMCHUX OPraHisauiin 3acyanamn Hanag Ha NoceneHHs Ta
6e3aianbHicTb noniuii y 3axmMcTi MeLWKaHUiB pOMCbKOro noceneHHaA. CneujanbHUA NpeacTaBHUK
leHepanbHoOro cekpetapa Paan EBponu nigKkpecnus, WO BUCENEHHSA Atogel 6e3 nigroToBku ix ans
nepeisgy Ha iHWe micue NPOXMBAHHA MAE 3HAYHWUIN BMJIMB HA XKMUTTA POMIB, AKi NPOXKMBAIOTL Y
MmicTi. BiH 3aKknukaB KWIBCbKY MIiCbKYy pagy BiAMOBUTUCb Big, MNPAKTUKM BUCENEHHA POMIB i3
HedopManbHUX NOCENEHDb Ta HAaAATU KOMMEHCAL,I0 TUM, KOTO BXXe BUCENUAMN.

BuceneHHs pomiB Ta pyiiHYBaHHS iX MOMeLLKaHb NepeKANKaeTbeA 3 nogiamu 27 cepnHa 2016 poky
y ceni JlowmHiska OpgecbKoi 06s1acTi, Ae po3ntoUYeHa CinbCbKa rpomaga BMMYyCUia BCiX POMIB
3a/IMLWNTN TEPUTOPILD Cena, a 3rogom — 3pyiHyBana ix byanHKK. 3 iHworo 60Ky KopAoHY, B PymyHii,
MEHLL, HiXK 32 TUXKAEHb A0 Hanady Ha noceneHHs B KMeBI, rpyna ocib HePOMCbKOro NOXOAKEHHSA Y
ceni XapriTa atakyBana pomiB, BUTAralouM ix Ha ByauUto, buna ix, B TOW Yac fK ix OyanHKM 6ynu
cnaneHi.

HatomicTb, Ui Hanaan CcTanncb y MasieHbKUX cenax Ha nepudepii, a He Yy UeHTPi cTonuui KpaiHu.
He3po3ymina y4yacTb MiCbKOI pagu y HewoaaBHbOMY BUCE/IEHHI POMIB BUAINAE il 3-MOMIXK iHLINX
HanagiB Ha POMCbKi noceneHHa. MNorposun NpoTn pomis no Byauui KaHanbHil, Hanag Ha ix 6yanHKu,
NPUBOANTL 40 AYMKM, WO KMiBCbKa MicbKa paja BUPilLIMAQ NOBEPHYAUCH A0 CTAapOro NPoBipeHOro
cnocoby BuceneHHa pomis. [Jo cnocoby, Npu AKOMY BOHM He MOTPebylOTb BKAAZAATM KOWTKU Y
6e3neky ntogen, Yac noniuji Yn KomnaHii No po3bopy XKUTna — HaBMaKu, BOHU MOXYTb MPOCTO
nos6aBuTM ntogeinn 0aszoBUX NOCAYr, MEpPeKoHaTMCb, WO noniuia He 6yae 3abesnedysBaTu
BEPXOBEHCTBO MpaBa B 4acC, KOJIM POMM TUXEHbKO BUCENAIOTbCA B pe3y/abTaTi Norpos, ncesao-
KOHCYNbTaLiAMM Ta YYaCTIO «3aliKaBAEHNX CTOPIHY.

B gopaTtok Ao nigospinoi BiAMOBWM Bnaau 3axMCTUTU NtoAel, MicbKa Bflafa Ta noAiuis obpanu
abcontoTHO MOMMAKOBMW Niaxid [0 BUpPilWEHHs npobnemn HePpoOpPMaNbHOTO POMCLKOrO
noceneHHA. 3amicTb Toro, wWob6 BUpiWyBaTU NMUTAHHA YOMY BMHWUKNO NOCENEHHA, BNAAA KUHyNa
3ycunna Ha 60poTbby 3 HACiOKAaMU NOABU NOCENEHHA, TMMYACOBO MEpPEMILLYOUN NOAEN Kyau-
Hebyap.

Le niaTsepasKye, Wo abo micbKa Bnafa He po3ymie, HOMY BUHWUKIO POMCbKe nocesieHHA abo mae
MicLle KPUTUYHUIA fediunT AeprKaBHULbKUX Nigxoais y NUTaHHI 3’ACyBaHHA NPUYMH BUHUKHEHHSA
pPOMCbKOro nocesieHHs. PiBeHb 6e3pobitTa, couianbHa i3onauif, 6e3rpaMoTHICTb, BiACYTHICTb
NacnopTiB Ta CBIAOLTB NPO HAPOAKEHHA, @ TAKOXK BiACYTHICTb MPMUCTOCOBAHOIO XUT/A Y iX MicuAx
NoxoAKeHHA (3akapnaTcbka 061acTb Ta iHWI perioHn YKpaiHW) € HacTiIbKn BUCOKMMM, LLLO L pOMmKU
6arkatoTb nepeixatn B Kuis, xod 6M i y HENPUCTOCOBAHUI ONA NPOXKMBAHHA MApK TiIbKM B 6
BVXKUTM.

BuceneHHs pomiB He cnpsae ix couianbHil iHTerpauii, HaBNaku, WKOAUTb OCBITIi Ta 0ByMOB/IOE
NOBTOPEHHSA LMKAY BigHOCTI Ta pa3oBMX 3ap0o6iTKiB, KON POMK 3apObAAIOTb TiNIbKM Ha 3Ky 3amicTb



TOro, Wob OTPUMATU MOXKAMBICTL MaTWM NOCTIMHWIN JoXiA Bif NpauesnawTyBaHHS. MoBTopUMOCS
3HOBY, Ui NOAW BUKAIOYEHI i3 CyCcninbCTBA Ta MOKUHYTI CYCMNiAbCTBOM, ajse BOAHOYAC pPOMMU He
3HUKAN — iX NpobaemMM HIKyAN He AiNnCb, @ Pe3yNbTaTOM OCTaHHIX HanaAiB Ha POMCbKI NoCeNeHHs
CTaHe He binblie, HiXK BigKNagaHHA BUPILLEHHA MPUYMH POMCbKUX MOCENEeHb | MOBTOPHY MOABY
POMCBKUX MOceneHb TPOXM MisHile.

BuceneHHs HanepeaoAHi MiXKHAapPOAHOro MiceHHOro KoHkypcy EBpobaveHHAa 2017 € 6e3ymoBHO
nigospinMm cnisnagiHHam. Burnagae HemoB reHepasibHe MpubupaHHA Mmicta KuiB Takox
PO3MOBCOANNIOCH HA OUYULLLEHHA MICTa BiZ TUX, KOMY B MICTi 3Haxo4MUTUCb HebaxkaHo. O4eBUAHOLO €
epo3if NPUHUMNIB NpaB NOAUMHKU 3 BOKY NoAiuii i KoOpymMnNoBaHUX MOMITUKIB, KA HAHOCUTb LWIKOAY
63a30BMM CYCMiNIbHUM MPUHUMNAM MeLLKaHuiB mMicTa Kuesa. AKWO MM A03BOMMO BUCENEHHIO
pomiB NpoiTM H6e3KapHO, MM CTUKAEMOCDH i3 NPo6AeMOoto CoMifapHOCTI, WO BXe camo no cobi €
Hebe3neyHUM npeueneHTom y micTti Kuis.

TakKi 4ii MayTb y pisKOMY KOHTPACTi 3 LiHHOCTAMM COMiAAPHOCTI, cniBnpawi Ta NPUMAHATTA iHWNX
noaen, AKMM BOHM €, Le € NPUHLMNKU, Ha AKMX Byno 3acHoBaHo €BpobayveHHA. HelimosipHO,
roJIOBHOMO TEMOIO LLbOrOPIYHOIo KOHKypcy EBpobaveHHs € «LLaHyiMo po3maiTTa» - Wo € Napoaicto
peanbHOro cTaHy pedyei. BukoHaBumit meHepskep [xxoH Ona CaHg NoOCTaBMB LEM cnoraH fK
OCHOBY LjiHHOCTEN €BpobayeHHA». BiH CKas3as, WO KOHKYPC LLbOTO POKY € iHKAO3MBHUM Ta
06’egHae o4HOYACHO Hali CRiNbHI pUCK Ta yHiKanbHi BigmiHHOCTI. e HaBiTb 4O noyaTKy camoro
¢diHAaNbHOrO KOHKYPCY, AK BUAHO, KMEBY MOKM HEMA YOTO CBATKYBATW.



Kiev Calling: Ethnic Cleansing Ahead of Eurovision Song Contest
By Jonathan Lee & Volodymyr Navrotskyy

More than 300 people, over a 100 families, have been forced to leave their homes in Kiev after
threats were made against their lives in the beginning of April. Only a day after the last families
departed, the threats were carried out and six houses burned to the ground, likely with Molotov
cocktails. The police had full knowledge of the severity of the threats that were made, yet no
preventative measures were taken. In fact, some residents even had assistance from the police in
purchasing tickets to leave. Their eviction coincides with the city's preparation to host the 2017
Eurovision Song Contest, the final of which will taker place on 13" May.

This attack did not happen in Eastern Ukraine, it happened in the centre of Kiev. Those responsible
were not Russian separatists, they were ordinary residents of the city. And those whose homes
were attacked were not part of a political faction, or involved in terrorist activities — they were
Roma.

The Romani community at Kanalna Street in Dniprovsky, Kiev have lived there for at least five
years. Prior to their leaving, there were numerous negotiations with representatives of the
community to get them to leave the area after non-Roma residents had complained to authorities
about worsening sanitation in the area. It seems that some decided that the the best way to tackle
poverty, was to take matters into their own hands and drive people out with threat of violence,
and then burn their homes down.

A representative of the Ombudsman's Office, Aksana Filipishina explained that local residents often
complain of an increase in criminality due to the Roma living in the area. However, when the
Ombudsman made a police inquiry, the reply was that the level of criminality had not changed in
the area in the period since the Roma arrived. Ms. Filipishina commented that it seems the
complaints from non-Roma are largely based on negative stereotypes, and are not backed up by
evidence from the police.

The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC), an international NGO that challenges rights abuses
through legal action, is investigating the case with human rights monitors and is also pursuing a
freedom of information request with the police and city council. In the course of their investigation
they uncovered some suspicious information which suggests the authorities allowed, or even
aided, the removal of the Roma from the settlement in Dniprovsky.

According to President of the ERRC, Porde Jovanovi¢ “the whole situation has many of the
hallmarks of a pogrom, but has been carried out in a more covert manner in the guise of
community consultation”. The role of the authorities in the matter brings the additional term,
ethnic cleansing, to mind - particularly the actions of the City Council, whose representatives
quickly supported the 'cleaning' of the park zone where the Romani houses were located. Not to
mention the inaction of the police regarding the threats, and their direct involvement in aiding the
Roma leave the city, both of which amount to complicity according to Mr. Jovanovic.

In the days leading up to the attack, police visited the Romani settlement several times, but not to
protect the people living there, they came to register them and take fingerprints. The ERRC and
other NGOs say the police ignored reports of masked men threatening the Roma in the area.



Perhaps the most damning information came a few days before the fire when Andrij Strannikov, a
member of the City Council, posted to Facebook that he had a plan to get rid of the Romani
settlement using the police, but he could not disclose the full details at that time.

The Ombudsman has requested an investigation, and a number of Ukranian NGOs have
condemned the attack and the police for failing to protect the Romani residents. The Special
Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe has emphasized that evicting
people without preparing them for resettlement has serious impacts on the life of Romani
residents of the city. He has called on Kiev City Council to cease removing Roma from informal
settlements and provide compensation for those who have already been evicted.

The driving out of Roma and the destruction of their homes, echoes the events of 27 August 2016
in Loshchynivka, Odessa Oblast where the entire Romani population was forced to flee an angry
mob who later destroyed their homes. Across the border in Romania, less than a week before the
attack in Kiev, another mob of non-Roma attacked Romani homes in a village in Harghita, dragging
families onto the street and beating them while their houses were burned down.

However, these attacks happened in small villages in the countryside, not in the center of a capital
city. The uncertain nature of City Council involvement also sets the most recent eviction in Kiev
apart from these other violent removals of Romani communities. The threats against Roma at
Kanalna Street, and the attack on their homes, suggests that Kiev City Council have opted to return
to an older, more conservative approach to evicting Roma. One where they do not have to invest
resources in private security, police time or demolition companies — instead they can simply
withdraw basic services and ensure police do not enforce the rule of law while Roma are quietly
moved out by intimidation, pseudo-consultation and 'concerned parties'.

Aside from the suspicious lack of protection from authorities, the City Council and police have
taken completely the wrong approach to trying to solve the problems arising over the informal
Romani settlement. Instead of addressing the issues of why the informal Romani settlement
emerged in the first place, they have tried to address the consequences and move the people on to
somewhere else for a short-term fix.

This demonstrates either a lack of awareness or a complete policy deficit towards the root causes
of the settlement. The level of unemployment, social exclusion, illiteracy, lack of identification
documents and lack of housing options in their usual place of residence (Zakarpattya and other
regions of Ukraine) are so high that these Roma are willing to move all the way to Kiev and into a
park in the center to try and scratch out a living.

Moving Roma on does not aid social inclusion; it disrupts education and continues the cycle of
poverty and casual employment where Roma are forced to live hand-to-mouth rather than be
allowed to earn stable employment. Once again, these people have been excluded and abandoned
by society, but at the same time they have not disappeared - their problems have not ceased to
exist, and the result of the recent action only postpones the emergence of the same issues further
down the road.

The eviction occurring just a month before the commencement of Eurovision 2017 is certainly a
suspicious coincidence. It seems that Kiev's urban clean-up preparations in the run up to the
contest also extend to clearing out those who are deemed to be undesirables. The evident erosion
of human rights by co-opted police and corrupt officials is damaging to the basic societal values of



the citizens of Kiev. If we allow this eviction to go unchallenged, we risk solidifying what is already
fast becoming a very dangerous precedent in Kiev.

Such actions also stand in stark contrast to the values of solidarity, cooperation and overcoming
differences, on which Eurovision was founded. Incredibly, the contest's theme for this year is
Celebrate Diversity - a parody of the reality on the ground. Executive Supervisor Jon Ola Sand
described the message as “at the heart of Eurovision values”. He said this year's competition is “all-
inclusive” and will be a “joining together to celebrate both our common ground and our unique

differences”. With the competition finals yet to even begin, so far, there has been little to celebrate
in Kiev.



